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Completing the 2017-2018 Painting
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director

The painting of the Chapel began in October of 2017. The fall weather of 2017 was very uncooperative, so
the painting was not completed. The west, south, and east walls were essentially done, but the north
wall, (facing Maple Street) and the three spires were delayed until June of this year.
There are two key issues in completing the painting. First, the 40’65’ high surfaces of the three spires require the use of a hydraulic lift.
The rental of the lift is quite expensive, so it is important to hold off
until there is fairly consistent mild weather, with minimal rain and
wind. This spring the weather has been just as uncooperative as last
fall.
The other issue is to repair any decaying wood. Each time the
Chapel is painted we expect to find rotten wood and address
it. Every year between paintings we identify and correct
problem areas that we can safely reach from ladders, to a
maximum height of 10’. The north wall has many sills, both
window sills and architectural ledges where problems tend to
recur. This year, the worst problems are higher up, on the
three spires. It is not easy to see in this picture, but the “rake
board” trim at the tops of the spires is badly decayed. A
carpenter will have to do this repair working from the
hydraulic lift. When this issue went to press it was not
known what this work would cost or how long it would take.
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Continuous decay and ongoing expenses are frustrating, but we always try to bear in mind that this is
what the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society is all about - finding common, expected problems and
keeping up with them. And this is also what your being a friend of the Chapel is all about. Your
generous support is what makes it possible for us to do this essential maintenance.
We look forward to the completion of this painting project when the Chapel can say, “I look 148 years
younger!”

Maple Street Chapel Jr. Graces Lilac Parade
by Ken Bohl
The model of the Chapel was created in 2010, in
honor of the Chapel’s 140th anniversary, making
2018 the ninth year that the model has appeared in
the Lombard Lilac Parade.
Construction of the model was an ambitious
project. Not only did we have to make it an
accurate miniature of the Chapel, but it had to be
constructed to easily assemble and disassemble so
it could be stored in the basement of the real
Chapel.
This picture really shows how true the model is to
the original.
The model is in 1/10th size scale, making it 8’ long and 11’ high at the steeple. If the same scale was
used for a human, then you would only be 6½”-7” tall! The wall panels, which are the majority of the
structure, are made of ¼” exterior plywood embossed with fiberglass. The basement of the Chapel
still gets water, but thankfully these wall panels have withstood the soaking of water.
The greatest challenge was the steeple, to make it both lightweight and strong enough in spite of its
small diameter. It was constructed out of Styrofoam, reinforced with fish line, and coated with a
resin to form a reinforced shell.
Having the Chapel in the parade reminds people of what an important historical landmark the
Chapel truly is.
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Meet Dr. Thomas Scott, the President of the Maple Street
Chapel Preservation Society
I was born in Alberta, Canada, in the small town of Didsbury
located on the Hudson Bay Land in the foothills of the Rockies.
We were in every sense a Pioneer family and everyone pitched
in to help with the farm, caring for the livestock and any other
chores that young boys could help with. I was the second
oldest of four boys. School was a challenge during that time.
We had to ride three miles to school on a horse and three miles
back home. The school house had one room and one teacher
for 35 kids and she taught 9 grades. High school was even
further away which was 25 miles from home. While attending
H.S. I was batching and working at a dairy farm to pay for
school, my room and my food. Once I graduated I had many
work experiences and finally decided that I wanted to be a
teacher and left for Chicago. I applied for a part time job at the
Chicago, Central YMCA which lead to a full time career after achieving a BS and MS from
George Williams College. Later I obtained my Dr. of Education from Northern Illinois
University. I was the Evening Dean at the Central YMCA College and later became a Faculty
Member and Associate Dean at Northern Illinois University.
I had my dream partner and fantastic wife for 53 years, Shirley Klein, who was an elementary
teacher for 35 years.
The Maple Street Chapel came into our lives when we
moved to Lombard in 1962. At that time the Chapel
was being used by a youth group and needed help.
Virgina Lidicker and Eleanor Alberts invited me and
Shirley to lend a hand. We did and never looked
back.
I am fortunate to be working with a remarkable group
of dedicated volunteers. The team has worked on the
preservation of the Chapel bringing it from a teardown status to being placed on the National Register
of Historic Places. It is a landmark in Illinois that everyone should visit.

Tom posing as Josiah Reade at the
Chapel.
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The Maple Street Chapel Garden Improvements!
by Kevin Lattner, Grounds Manager
Take a look at the beautiful, new landscaping around the Maple Street Chapel. Over the past four
years, all of the older, overgrown junipers and other shrubs were removed and have been replaced by
fresh shrubs and annuals.
Next to the stairs leading to the northwest entry is a
Japanese maple, surrounded by hostas, pachysandras,
and sedum. Along the north wall, the overgrown
junipers and other shrubs have been removed and
replaced by rhododendrons, holly bushes, and hostas.
The newest plantings are on the west side of the
building, and consist of a variety of low maintenance
perennials, giving color and contrast to that walkway.
Lastly, we are proud and pleased to have the
assistance of The Lombard Garden Club, whose
members provide plantings with beautiful color and
contrast along the east side of the building facing
Main Street. Their dedication to keeping Lombard
beautiful is wonderful, and we thank them for being part of The Maple Street Chapel.
Pictured is Kevin Lattner, Grounds Manager
for the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society.
He is sitting beside our plaque designating that
the Chapel has been placed on the National Register
of Historic Places by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Docents Voice
by Ken Brusik, Docent Chair
The Docent Chapel Tours are given the 4th Sunday of each month beginning in April and going
through October. The calendar for this remaining year is as follows:
August 26th, September 23rd, and October 28th. The hours are from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Please come and visit our beautiful historical landmark and learn about its’ 148 year history. We look
forward to seeing you soon!
The Chapel will be closed from November 2018 through March 2019
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What Does It Mean To Be A Volunteer?
by Joann Richardson, Treasurer
Volunteering, when we stop to think about it, is something we may do each day without even
realizing it. As we go through our daily routine we are often performing an act of volunteering.
Simple things such as opening a door for someone, letting a driver go in front of you, or offering
a kind word to someone. These are a few examples how we give a little of our time to someone
throughout the day.
Volunteering is doing something good, whether it’s for an individual or a cause you support.
It’s a matter of giving of your time to help and it shouldn’t feel like a chore. I have found many
reasons for which I volunteer.
It gives me an opportunity to:
Support a meaningful cause for something that I believe in
Give back to the community
Help with reaching a common goal
Help others working toward the same cause
Meet new people
Engage in conversations with people
Learn something new or see another perspective on a subject
Join a group of people with the same thoughts in mind
But, volunteering also helps to keep your mind and body active while at the same time
contributing to help a worthy cause. Your days will be more enjoyable and you’ll have a feeling
of accomplishment.
I have found that being a volunteer docent at the Maple Street Chapel is rewarding to me
because each time I’m in the Chapel there is always something new to learn. Volunteer work is
also educational, but most of all it’s gratifying to be able to give of yourself.

The Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society Board is made up of a
great group of volunteers. While board positions open up annually, we
fill committee positions year-round. Currently, we are looking for
individuals to assist in the areas of membership and public relations.
We are always looking for new volunteers for a couple of hours each
month, and if you have basic computer skills (ability to use Excel is a
plus) we would welcome your assistance.

If you love the Chapel, please consider giving of your time and talents to keep this wonderful,
historical landmark preserved. Interested parties can contact Tom Scott at
Thomas.scott@cbexchange.com or call (630) 363-6708.
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Upcoming Events at the
Lombard Historical Society
Office:
23 W. Maple Street
630.629.1885
info@lombardhistory.org
www.lombardhistory.org

Victorian Cottage Museum
and Carriage House:
Wed. And Fri. 1-4, Sat. 10-2
23 W. Maple St.

Archives Hours:
Tue. And Fri 9-3
(please make appointment)
archive@lombardhistory.org

Sheldon Peck Homestead:
Tue. And Thur. 1-4, Sat. 10-2
355 E. Parkside Ave

SEPTEMBER
22 at Noon, Picnic, Peck Homestead

OCTOBER
2 at 7:00 pm - Marlene Rivero as Elizabeth Keckley, Mary
Todd Lincoln’s Seamstress

NOVEMBER
3 - from 9 am - 2 pm - Christmas Mart,Carriage House

DECEMBER
1 - from 5 pm - 8 pm - Jingle Bell Jubilee
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Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel
Basic Membership
Peter and Jeanne Davis
Nancy Hansen

Barbara Jirsa
Carole Robinson

Bell Ringers
Gary & Mary Cation
Bruce & Marian Dillingham
Diane & Janet Johnson
Lombard Junior’s Philanthropic Funds
Deanne Mazzochi
Eileen Mueler

Marlene Peaslee
Dr. Anthony Sementa
Jane Stiemann
Gwendolyn Vandon
Jeanne Koring Wroan

Chapel Stewart
Cynthia Ohlrich

Steeple Club
Dr. Paul Meyer

Dr. Thomas Scott

Memorial Gift for Shirley Scott
Dr. Thomas Scott

In Honor of Melissa & Rich Hennessy 35th Wedding Anniversary
Betty Meyer

In Honor of Mark & Stacy Meyer 30th Wedding Anniversary
Betty Meyer
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 S. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
 Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

NAME






Board & Batten Society
Colonel Plum’s Partners
The Reade Circle
Pinnacle Society

$3,000 - $4,999
$5,000 - $9,999
$10,000 - $24,999
$25,000 +

__________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

