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Variety Program Series for 2018
Sunday, February 11th - 3:00 P.M. Lilac Senior Chorus
Sunday, March 18th 3:00 P.M. American Heritage Concert
Sunday, April 22nd 3:00 P.M. Retired Rhythm Rascals
**Special Discount Price for All Three Programs

$15
$20
$15
$40

Sunday, February 11th @ 3:00, the 30-member Lilac Senior Chorus will
present a program of show tunes, including music from Oklahoma, My
Fair Lady, The Wizard of Oz, The Sound of Music, Mary Poppins, The King
and I, and Annie Get Your Gun. There will also be a tribute to George M.
Cohan and a couple other songs.
Tickets are $15.
Sunday March 18th @ 3:00, the American Heritage Orchestra will present the
18th annual concert with the best music of John Williams and Henry
Mancini. Highlights include the themes from Jurassic Park and E.T. The
program will also feature the fiddle tune Old Joe Clark and Russian Sailors’
Dance. Audience veterans will be recognized in The Armed Forces Salute.
Tickets are $20.
Sunday April 22nd @ 3:00, storyteller & author Lynn Rymarz will portray
Julia Child. She will demonstrate Julia’s passion for French food and her
experiences living in Paris which led to her own cookbook and her
television show The French Chef.
Tickets are $15.
24

For $40, you can enjoy all three programs and enjoy the variety of this series!
To be added to the mailing list, call 630-627-0171 or E-mail WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org and give your name, address,
and e-mail.
Tickets can be purchased in either of these two ways:
• Visit the Chapel web site www.MapleStreetChapel.Org, go to the page for the program you want to attend, and click the
Buy Now button to pay through PayPal (which will give you a choice of a sight draft or credit card).
• Mail check payable to “Maple Street Chapel” and send to
Ken Bohl - 213 West Ash St., Lombard 60148-2505 with the enclosed form.

Test Your Knowledge of Lightning
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director
The lightning that struck the steeple in August brings a question to mind, what is the temperature of
lightning? The fact is, technically, lightning is the movement of electrical charges and doesn’t have a
temperature. However, when that movement of charges passes through something, the resistance causes
the heat.
The better a conductor the material is, the lower the temperature. That is why a lightning rod can absorb a
direct strike with minimal damage. It is made of steel, a good conductor, and the wire carrying the charge
to the ground is of sufficient gauge that it doesn’t get very hot.
But wood, or especially the air itself, is an extremely poor conductor of electricity, so the temperature
generated by a lightning strike can be as high as 50,000°, five times the temperature of the surface of the
sun!
Trees are extremely vulnerable to lightning, especially tall ones. When lightning strikes a tree, its sap
instantly boils and the tree explodes.
Similarly, a tall building component, such as a 100’ steeple, is at high risk, which is why the lightning
hazard was anticipated and the cross was installed as a lightning rod.
We owe a debt of gratitude that the cross installation was done to prevent a catastrophe!
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The Other Buildings That Are Now Gone
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director
The Maple Street Chapel used to be the center of the First Church of Lombard property.
Today the “main building” which includes the sanctuary, the offices & meeting rooms,
and Hatfield Hall, is far more extensive, and the Chapel is now the historic but small
building that sits to its northeast.
The cornerstone for the main building was laid in 1957, and since that initial
construction it has been expanded two times to its current configuration.
A two-story parsonage used to sit at the spot that is now the front
of the First Church sanctuary. We don’t have a picture of the
complete building, only this one taken during its demolition in 1956
to make way for the new sanctuary.

Cushing Hall was built in
1909 and used to sit along
the south side of the
Chapel. As you can see,
particularly in the picture to
the right, it was attached to
the Chapel until it was torn
down in 1972. You can still
see evidence of its roof line
in the south wall of the
Chapel.
Finally, the Wrisley Building
used to sit southwest of the
Chapel. As you walked down
the hallway of First Church, at
the point you now enter the
newest addition, you walked up
or down a half-flight of stairs
which put you into the Wrisley
Building. It was torn down in
2003 to make way for the
Hatfield Hall addition.
Page 3

Bird’s Eye View
Eric Lee Wilson is a member of First Church of Lombard who does photography with a
camera mounted on a drone. He is an FAA certified remote pilot and has a business,
Excel Aerial Images, in which he provides both photos and videos. He took these
photos of the Chapel and donated them to us. To learn more about his company and
his work, please visit www.ExcelAerialImagesLLC.Com.

It’s often been said how
beautiful the world
looks from the air. This
is so true of the Chapel
and the surrounding
area.

This picture is rather
difficult to interpret
at first. It was taken
from just above the
steeple, looking
straight down on it.
The decorative lines
on the steeple give it
a “star” appearance.
The horizontal white
“bar” is the cross.
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Gifting Opportunities
As we have stressed in the past, this is not a fund-raising effort. Since we do receive cash
donations (memorials, tax refunds, special events), this feature presents to you options for
assigning a gift to a specific use you would be especially happy to know you facilitated.
If you wish to make a donation:
- On the web sites MapleStreetChapel.Org click “DONATIONS” to use PayPal to charge to
a credit card or bank sight draft.
- Send a check to Maple Street Chapel, 220 South Main St., Lombard IL 60148.
- Send an e-mail to WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org.
- or Call 630-627-0171.
Painting Fund
Work began last October and will be completed this spring. This comes with a whopping
price tag of $60,000, but in the process we also discovered necessary carpentry work. We
found places where water is getting into the wall and wood is decaying, an extra cost.
Furniture Restoration:
We are restoring some of the historic furniture in the Reade Room.
This beautiful mahogany table required extensive restoration
of its basic structure, the veneer, and the finish. The
restoration was financed in memory of Dorothy Schreiber by
her children.

The table may date to 1870, as it appears in this very old
picture of the Chapel interior.

This desk was likely used in this room before it was called
the “Reade Room” because it was actively used by Josiah
Reade from the very beginning.
It is in pretty good condition, but there is practically no
finish left at all, just the beautiful-but-bare oak.
Endowment Fund
The endowment fund is what ensures the Chapel’s future. The Chapel’s upkeep is largely
funded by the proceeds of this fund.
General Fund
You may choose to help with general expenses to maintain the Chapel.
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Community Planning
I just read an article about community planning and a return to the concept of a twenty-minute
village in regards to neighborhood. The concept returns urban areas to areas where all necessary
services such as groceries, medical, schools, churches, and entertainment
are within an easy walk or bike ride (20 minutes or less) from a
neighborhood. City planners work on implementing bike lanes and
sidewalks back into the infrastructure and if new developments are
planned on the outskirts of a town, those developers work on creating an
area to fill those needs. In studying the growth of Lombard, you need to
visualize a series of circles. The innermost development used the train
station at Main Street and St. Charles Road as the first circle with
businesses lining St. Charles Road and homes on the streets just a few
steps away. As growth occurred and home construction began away from
the downtown area, developers planned for a retail area to serve those
new homes if they were too far from the first circle. As time passed
though, we began to lose that idea of convenience and neighborhood, and
as car travel became prevalent, we began to use shopping centers and
strip malls. The concept of grocery shopping was different and yet familiar in “olden” days. The lady
of the house would go to a butcher store and then to another store for staples such as flour and sugar.
Dairy would be delivered, ice blocks would be delivered for those items needing to be kept cool, and
coal for heating would also be delivered. Now we can have our groceries delivered via services such
as Peapod or Amazon or we can order groceries and pick them up at our favorite store. Households
can also buy shares from a local farmer who will supply produce or meat on a regular basis.
Coleman’s Store, pictured here, was on Main Street just south of Ash Street. It served that
neighborhood as a general store for many years.
Upcoming Events at the Victorian Cottage and the Peck Homestead
FEBRUARY
3rd
Candlemas Activity for Children; 10:00 – 11:30 am; Peck Homestead
6th & 20th Trainspotting; 2:00 pm, Peck Homestead

8th

Sheldon Peck Homestead Grand Reopening; 7:00 pm, Peck Homestead

14th

Euchre Society; 7:00 pm, Carriage House (behind the Victorian Cottage)

MARCH
6th & 20th
8th & 22nd
10th
14th

Trainspotting; 2:00 pm, Peck Homestead
Needle Works; 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm, Peck Homestead
Maple Sugaring; 10:00 am, Peck Homestead (Mar 17 Rain Date)
Euchre Society; 7:00 pm, Carriage House

APRIL
3rd & 17th
12th & 26th
11th
28th

Trainspotting; 2:00 pm, Peck Homestead
Needle Works; 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm, Peck Homestead
Euchre Society; 7:00 pm, Carriage House
May Basket craft for children; 10:00 – 11:00 am at the Peck Homestead
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Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel
Basic Membership
David & Penelope Arnold
David & Gladys Cunningham
Edwin & Susan Farmer

Marilyn Fawell
Reid & Rachel Foltyneiwicz
Kevin Lattner

Carole Robinson
Jane Stiemann
Ruth Stiemann

Bell Ringers
Ken & Patti Bruzek
Mary Ann Grady
Herb & Mary Newman
Carol Gillespie Ready

Robert & Rosanne Schreiber
Jeff & Suzanne Sichz
Carole Townsend
Al & Vicki Webb

Memorial Gifts for - Jim Cassell
Susanne Cassell

Memorial Gifts for - Raymond Flemm
Thomas Scott

Memorial Gifts for Jack Livermore
Susanne Cassell & Thomas Scott

Memorial Gifts for – Betty Vance
Virginia Schrader & Thomas Scott

Painting Fund
Darlene Garay
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 S. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
 Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

NAME






Board & Batten Society
Colonel Plum’s Partners
The Reade Circle
Pinnacle Society

$3,000 - $4,999
$5,000 - $9,999
$10,000 - $24,999
$25,000 +

__________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

