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The Fire Sprinkler System Is Done!!!
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director

We officially kicked off the planning and fund-raising in May of 2014, but we have
known for more than 15 years that this was a project we really should do without delaying any further.
At a cost of over $165,000, it seemed like an unobtainable fund-raising goal, but you, the friends of the
Chapel, and the community as a whole, stepped up and made this a reality.
Our two main priorities have been to have a well-designed system that would provide maximum
protection, and secondly, maintain the beauty of the Chapel with as little change as possible. In order to
have the best quality system we hired a highly-recommended design engineer, the best installation
contractor, and we needed the review/approval by the Lombard Fire Department.
To preserve the beauty of the Chapel we had to made specifications in the
plan to assure that everything possible was being done to hide the system.
Our goal was that you would never notice that the fire sprinkler system had
been installed. We also had to remain vigilant about fire prevention and if a
fire occurred we would have a sprinkler system that would always do its job!
Here are some of the details that made this system so subtle:
• The sprinklers in ceilings are “concealed sprinklers” which are similar to
lawn irrigation sprinklers but turned upside-down. When they are not in
use the sprinklers are retracted into the ceiling, but if a sprinkler was ever
triggered, the nozzle would turn down to spray. Each sprinkler has a 2”
diameter flat cover plate. We looked through many color options to find
just the right shades of brown so they would blend in with the ceilings.
We decided on two shades and the plates were pre-painted. One color
was for the ceiling in the sanctuary and the other was for the ceiling in
the Reade Room.
• Some sprinklers had to be installed in the side walls with traditional
sprinkler heads that stick out. All of these were installed in very subtle
locations. Bronze sprinkler heads were used which will gradually darken
to a brown color, and the trim plates were painted brown.
• There is one pipe that it was impossible to conceal in a wall. The location
was specifically selected so that the first place it would be visible was 12’
high and it was painted brown to blend in with the wood wall behind it.

This is what an unpainted
cover looks like

With the custom paint color,
they are completely hidden.

(Continued on page 3)

Sometimes It’s The Littlest Things!
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director
Little things keep turning up in remote corners of the Chapel. This item was found in the rear
of the crawl space in the basement. Why? Who knows? Apparently someone just tossed it in there instead
of throwing it out.
It was so crusted with dirt that it took a while to clean it, but then I
was able to see that is was an inkwell.
I suppose somebody from the 1870’s would probably be amused
that we find it to be interesting.
I’m accustomed to
seeing old pictures
of an inkwell that
would typically
have a feather or
pen sticking out of
it, but this one had a
cork in it. I realized
that if a person
wouldn’t be using it for a while, then one would have to
put the cork in it so the ink wouldn’t dry up.
So, it fits in very nicely on the desk that is
in the corner of the Reade Room.
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Fire Sprinkler System
Here are some facts that are more than you ever wanted to know about fire sprinkler
systems:
A major cost savings, probably more than $100,000, was realized because
First Church already had a fire sprinkler system, and since the Chapel is
owned by First Church we were able to leverage off of that system.
• Running a 4” pipe and tearing up Main Street to tap into the water main
would have been a very expensive proposition and has been avoided.
• A pump is required to boost the water pressure above the normal city
water pressure. Not only is the pump expensive, but it would have had to
have a completely separate electrical feed from the pole along the street.
So instead of those two things, a pipe was run through the basement ceiling
of First Church and underground between the two buildings.
The fire sprinkler system is connected to the fire detection panel, signaling
when a sprinkler is spraying in the same way a heat detector does.
The fire department’s efficiency in fighting a fire depends greatly on knowing
what to expect and what to do first. Suppose a smoke detector is triggered
and the fire department is summoned. They could be on their way to the fire
and then get notified that a sprinkler went off. This tells them they are not
dealing with a smoldering fire in a waste basket, but an active fire giving off
heat, so they will be ready for that.

Each sprinkler head has a trigger mechanism that opens that head and that
head only to spray water at the pressure of the sprinkler system.
You may have noticed what looks like a fire hydrant on the side of a
building labelled “Siamese connection”. When the fire department arrives
on the scene of a fire, the first thing they do is attach a hose from the
pumper truck to this connection. From this, they can then force water into
the system at whatever pressure they choose. So the sprinkler(s) that were
spraying water now put out a blast of water, much like an actual fire hose,
which practically blows the fire out.

A key design point is that most of the system is a “dry” system. In a normal system, the
pipes are filled with water, and if a sprinkler head is exposed to the heat of a fire, it opens
and the water sprays out. (Continued on page 4)
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Fire Sprinkler System
However, the pipes that supply the sprinkler heads in the attic and in the ceilings of the main floor pass
through the unheated attic, so the water would freeze and the pipes would break in the winter. To
prevent any breakage the pipes are instead filled with compressed air. If a sprinkler head opens it first
releases air. A control valve in the basement detects this pressure drop and sends water rushing up the
pipe, and then water will begin to spray in a few seconds. There is more maintenance on a dry system, so
the sprinklers in the basement are a “wet” system. In order to protect the pipes and control valves in the
basement, it must be maintained at a minimum temperature of 40º. Low-temperature thermostats were
installed in remote corners of the basement, so that the heat turns on whether the main floor needs heat
or the basement drops below 40º.
There are many people we are thankful to. This list is incomplete, but we are very aware of everyone’s
contribution!
Ed Seagraves -

Retired Lombard Fire Marshal. He spent many hours helping us get started. When
we first considered the thought of a sprinkler system we had no idea where to
begin! Ed is active in the Lombard Historical Society, so he not only provided
practical information on how to get a reliable system but he also provided a lot of
advice with ways to protect the historic beauty of the Chapel. Most notably, he told
us about concealed sprinkler heads and how they could be ordered with the covers
pre-painted to match the color of the wood.

John Lagiglia -

Vice President of Chicago Fire Protection Company who oversaw our project. It’s
unusual to thank a paid contractor, but John has really gone above and beyond,
and worked with us with integrity. When the whole process began, we presented
him a plan to bid on that was designed by an engineer. After reviewing the plan he
told us about a design flaw which had to be corrected. He has been very much on
our preserve-the-beauty team, making sure that extra work was done to conceal the
pipes and sprinkler heads. The installation of a pipe and sprinkler head to the top
of the steeple was the most difficult and dangerous task and he personally did this
work.

Chuck Riforgiate - Lombard Fire Marshall
& Jerry Howell Assistant Fire Chief. The entire leadership team of the Lombard Fire Department
had been helpful to the Chicago Fire Protection Company to complete the project
and they were also our advocates to ensure that every requirement was met or
exceeded.
Tom Scott -

Generously matched all individual gifts, doubling their benefit

Greg Ludwig -

Master of Ceremony who oversaw the fund-raising banquet which raised a
significant amount of money for this costly project.

You -

All who contributed their hard-earned money to finance this project. This was by
far the most ambitious fund-raiser for the most expensive project ever done on the
Chapel. And the most critical!
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Maple Street Chapel Hosts Lilac Princess Tiara Presentation
by Doris Schertz

Maple Street Chapel hosted the
Lombard Junior Women’s Club annual
tiara presentation for the five members
of the 2017 Lilac Court on Tuesday,
March 14, ushering in Lombard’s 87th
Lilac Time Festival.
This year’s royal court members are
(from left to right), Princess Liana
Pavese, Princess Amanda O’Brien,
Princess Taylor Balsitis, Princess Kyla
Denwood and Princess Emma Peca.
Each princess introduced herself and
her plans for the coming year, followed
by a photo op wearing the original Lilac
Crown designed by silversmith
Christina Reade, daughter of Josiah
Reade, founder of Maple Street Chapel
and Lombard’s first library.
The princesses each received their tiaras Photo by Steve Spoden, courtesy of the Lombardian, McKay Publications
from the Lombard Service League, as
well as gifts from the Lombard Police Department, Chamber of Commerce, Cla Sha Boutique,
Helen Plum Library, Lombard Garden Club, Lombard Historical Society, Lombard Junior
Women’s League, Lombard Towne Center, Maple Street Chapel, Paradiso Boutique and The
Ladies Room.
Lombard’s 2017 Lilac Queen Coronation will be Saturday, May 6th in Lilacia Park at 1 p.m.,
followed by a concert in the park at 3 p.m. The Lombard Area Chamber of Commerce sponsors
this year’s Lilac Time Art and Craft Fair, featuring unique vendor booths, live music and tasty
treats. There’s also a Beer and Wine Tasting in Lilacia Park, hosted by the Lombard Area Chamber
and Lombard Junior Women’s Club.
The Lombard Lilac Parade kicks off at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 7th, beginning at Glenbard East
High School and heads north on Main Street to Maple Street.
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DOCENT'S VOICE
Joann Richardson, Docent Director

"Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel"
May this 2017 year bring you to visit the “Maple Street Chapel" which is Lombard's only
historical building listed on the National Register of Historical Property.
The past holiday season was an important time for the Chapel and on Saturday, November
5th, the Chapel was open for the annual "Lombard Christmas Mart" walk of the local churches
and community organizations. During that time crafts were sold and also had various
fundraising booths. It was a beautiful warm fall day that brought lots of people out and
although the Chapel doors opened at 9 A.M., there were visitors waiting to get in before the
opening time.
Docent's Jan Kreichelt and Doris Schertz were kept busy by giving tours of the Chapel until
noon. We had an outstanding turnout and had at least 200 visitors who attended the tours.
Charlie Kreichelt and Ken Bruzek were at a table selling entertainment books, Chapel
Christmas Ornaments and taking orders for the annual nut fundraiser. I had a second table
filled with "Beanie Babies" for sale. Tom Scott donated the stuffed animals and the money we
received went to "The Fire Sprinkler System Fund Raiser."
On Saturday, December 3rd, Lombard had its annual "Jingle Bell Jubilee" which brought in
many guests for the Chapel's sing-a-long. Adults and children all enjoyed the opportunity to
request their favorite Christmas song to be sung. A surprise visit by "Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer" brought joy to all the children.
As a docent, I was pleasantly surprised to have four people come up to me at the December
Sing-A-Long and say, "I'm back". The mentioned that they had been at the Chapel for the
Christmas Mart walk and were pleased to return for the Jingle Bell Jubilee.
Please mark your 2017 calendar to visit the Chapel to enjoy the on-going programs
throughout the year, or join us for a relaxed Sunday afternoon to learn about the history of
the Chapel.
The 2017 Chapel Sunday hours are from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. and the days the Chapel is open are
as follows:
April 2nd
May 7th
June 25th
July 16th

August 20th
September 17th
October 22nd
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Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel*
Basic Membership
David & Penelope Arnold
Bruce & Marian Dillingham
Marie Holle
Kathleen Kazda

Charles & Pamela LaFleur
Carole Robinson
Anne Sherren
Al & Vicki Webb
Bell Ringers

Ken & Patty Bruzek
Mary Gower
Mary Ann Grady
Betty Meyer

Carole Gillespie Ready
Bob & Rosanne Schreiber
Anthony Sementa D.D.S.

Jeff & Suzanne Sichz
Brad & Christy Stott
Helga Wilk

Chapel Steward
Cynthia Ohlrich
Memorial Gifts for – Bruce Dankers
Lois Colaprete, Christine & Robert Johnston and Kathleen Peck
Memorial Gifts for – George LaChapelle
Barb Barta
June Burkert
Nancy Crown
Barb Giblin

Jackie & George Haiser
Charles P. Kaufman
Patricia Kerr

Marguerite Kolinski
Betty Meyer
Doris & Dave Schertz

Memorial Gifts for - Marleah Schweppe
Edward & Joan Murphy
In Honor Of – Lou George’s Birthday
Al & Mary Bachman and Tom Scott

In Honor Of – Charles & Pamela LaFleur
41st Wedding Anniversary

In Honor Of - Tom Scott
Linette George and Lou & Mary George
Fire Sprinkler Fund
Darlene Garay
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Gifting Opportunities
As we have stressed in the past, this is not a fund-raising effort, but since we receive cash
donations (memorials, tax refunds, special events), this feature presents to you options for
assigning a gift to a specific use that you would be especially happy to know you facilitated.
If you wish to make a donation send a check to Maple Street Chapel, 220 South Main St., or
send an e-mail to WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org, or call 630-627-0171.
Fire Sprinkler Fund:
The installation of the system may be nearly complete, but we are paying for it in part by
“borrowing from Peter to pay Paul”. We have taken a “loan” out of the general operating
fund, something we usually wouldn’t do, and that loan must be repaid.
Furniture Restoration:
We are restoring some of the historic furniture in the Reade Room.
This beautiful mahogany table required extensive restoration
of its basic structure, the veneer, and the finish. The
restoration was financed in memory of Dorothy Schreiber by
her children.

The table may date to 1870 as it appears in this very old
picture of the Chapel interior.

This desk was likely used before it was called the “Reade
Room” because it was actively used by Josiah Reade
himself from the very beginning.
It is in pretty good condition, but there is practically no
finish left at all, just the beautiful bare oak.
Endowment Fund
The endowment fund is what ensures the Chapel’s future and the upkeep is largely
funded by the proceeds of this fund.
General Fund
You may choose to help with general expenses of maintaining the Chapel.
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Chapel to Return to 2017 Lilac Parade
This will be the 8th year the Chapel’s “little one” will be in the Lilac Parade.
It all started in 2010, as part of our celebration of the Chapel’s 140th anniversary.
There were two challenges in making the 1/10th sized
model:
1) It had to be designed to easily assemble and
disassemble for storage in the Chapel basement.
2) The steeple had to be tall, thin, strong, and lightweight.
The basic building consists of ¼” fiberglass-embossed
plywood panels with frames around the back sides,
which assemble with screws.
It took several attempts to finally make the steeple out
of Styrofoam. We used 12” cubes glued together and
then shaped with a sander. The styrofoam itself
would not be strong enough, so we used nylon fishing
line that was strung all around the outside. It was
then coated with a latex resin, making it sort of a
chocolate-dipped ice cream cone.

A great deal of care was put into measuring the
building to make the model proportionally
correct.
Kind of looks like a baby following its mother!

Each year we choose a theme to display on banners
along the sides. This year it will be about our
concert programs.
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Spring into history at the Lombard Historical Society
Spring is the busiest time in Lombard with the lilacs in bloom. Please join us for the following
upcoming events:
Friday, March 3rd, 12-1 p.m. at the Carriage House. March Brown Bag speaker series: From Dots to
Disney. College of DuPage professor Tony Venezia will explore the history and advancements of the
visual art of movie animation.
Sunday, March 26th, 2-3 p.m. at the Helen Plum Library. Hidden Memory: An American Story. Anne
Shimojima shares her family’s experience as Japanese Americans during WWII at an incarceration
camp.
Friday, April 7th, 12-1 p.m. at the Carriage House. April Brown Bag speaker series: Mystery writer
Rick Polad discuss his novels, their characters, and the inspiration he finds in Chicago.

Lilac Heritage Tours
Lilacia Park is rich in both history and horticulture. Learn what makes it so special by getting a tour of
Lilacia Park by a guide from the Lombard Historical Society. Whether you’re a history buff or a lilac
enthusiast, you’ll enjoy the journey. Fee is $4 per person. We can accommodate up to 60 people per
tour; groups of 10+ need advance reservations. For more information or to book a private tour contact
(630) 629-1885. Daily tours May 6-20 (except Mondays) begin at 1 p.m. at the Carriage House behind
the Victorian Cottage. The Mother’s Day tour (May 14) begins at 11 a.m., and the Coronation Day
tour (May 6) is at 2 p.m. Additional times for private tours are available; please contact us by phone.
The Lilac Luncheon
When: Thursday, May 11 @11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Where: Babcock’s Grove House
Cost: $25
Join the Lombard Historical Society at Babcock’s Grove House for a fascinating account of the history
of Lilacia Park and Lombard’s historic Lilac Time. Learn about ''the dean of the world's landscape
architects'' Jens Jensen’s integral role, the “fixed” Lilac Queen vote, and how an entire town got
behind an orchestrated marketing effort to put the “Lilac Village” on the map.
Lunch and non-alcoholic beverages are included, followed by an optional tour of Lilacia Park (steps
from Babcock’s).
Tickets are limited. Purchase online at www.lombardhistory.org or in person at the Historical
Society’s Victorian Cottage, 23 W. Maple (check hours first).

Temporary Exhibit: Lombard Heroes
April 5, 2017 – June 3, 2017
During regular Victorian Cottage hours, see lombardhistory.org for details
Victorian Cottage Museum
$2/person: suggested donation
Inspired by the “Hero” theme of this year’s Lilac Parade, our exhibit at the Carriage House will
feature some inspirational Lombardians, both enlisted and civilian, highlighting their service during
World War I and World War II.
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Lilac Time Volunteer Training
Wednesday, April 26
6:30 pm
Lombard Historical Society Carriage
House
Share your love of lilacs by becoming a
greeter, park guide, or house docent. No
previous experience necessary. Please call
(630) 629-1885 or visit our website
lombardhistory.org

**************************************************************
Variety Program Series for 2017
The remainder of the variety program series for 2017 is upon us now!

Sunday April 30th @ 3:00,
The Retired Rhythm Rascals
Dixieland band will present a
program of favorite old
standards.
Tickets are $15.00
If you would like to be added to the annual mailing list and/or E-mailing list, call 630-627-0171 or Email WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org and give your name, address, phone number, and E-mail
address.
Tickets can be purchased in either of two ways:
• Visit the Chapel web site www.MapleStreetChapel.Org, go to the page for the program you want to
attend, and click the Buy Now button to pay through PayPal (which will give you a choice of a sight
draft or credit card).
• Mail check payable to “Maple Street Chapel” and send to Ken Bohl 213 West Ash St., Lombard
60148-2505. Indicate the name of the program and please provide your phone number & E-mail.

These programs are supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council.
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
 Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
 Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to:
Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

