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Maple Street Concerts
Kicks off its 32nd Season
by Melissa Dagenhart, Concerts Director

Maple Street Concerts (formerly known as
Maple Street Chapel Folk Concerts) started
its 32nd season on Sunday, September 25th
with a concert by Reggie Harris & David
Roth. Besides shortening our name, the
other two changes we made were to have
our website address and email address
(see below) identical to our new name.
Guests can expect the same quality
entertainment.
Reggie and David were a part of the
Sunday service at First Church of
Lombard UCC earlier that morning
participating with message and song.
Together they touched hearts with their
music, stories, candor, and humor.
We aim to present a variety of music to please different palates and this year we have all duos or ensembles
that play a variety of genres such as old-time, bluegrass, maritime, Flamenco, Celtic, traditional folk, jazz,
and more. Please note our new website and email: maplestreetconcerts.org;
maplestreetconcerts@gmail.org. Upcoming concerts are listed below.
10/15/16 Patchouli

1/28/17 Diane Perry, Donnie Stiernberg, Eric Lambert

11/26/16 Lee Murdock’s Christmas Ship

2/25/17 RUNA

12/3/16 Holiday Sing-along

3/18/17 Sons of the Never Wrong

1/8/17

4/22/17 Krista Detor & Friends

Special Consensus

NEED IDEAS FOR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS?
by Doris Schertz, 2nd Vice President
Fall leaves in all their colored glory remind us that winter is not far behind. The Fall issue of The Chapel
Bell also reminds us that Christmas is on its way, and with it comes our annual year-end giving reminder.
Did you know that the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society could help you with your shopping? We
have $25 Entertainment Books with coupons for use throughout the year. We also have the Maple Street
Chapel Collectible Ornaments which commemorate not only the Chapel, but also the history of the Village
of Lombard, a special gift for any Lombardian or former Lombardian.
Treat your best friend to a Maple Street Chapel Concert – either a Winter Folk Concert or Spring Variety
Concert in the Chapel. How about the December 3, Sing-a-Long at 7 pm? One of the Folk Concerts left on
the series. Or the 2017 Variety Concerts: Retired Rhythm Rascals, Village Vocal Chords, and American
Heritage Concert March 26, with the DuPage Dance Academy. Check the Chapel website for details.
For that “hard to buy for” person, you can send a cash gift to the Chapel to honor that person. A gift card
will be sent to the Honoree. You can honor or memorialize any person, any time of the year. We also have
a list of projects that need financial support. Supporting one of these projects would make a present for the
Honoree and at the same time support the Chapel. Top on the list is the need to install a fire sprinkler
system. We have been championing for this need over the past two years and need it badly. Whether you
make a gift with cash, credit card or PayPal, a receipt for tax deduction purposes will be mailed.
Maple Street Chapel also accepts bequests, stock, and cash donations to add to the Endowment Fund, to
provide funds for continuing preservation. All year-end gifts can be given in honor of someone.
Remember the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization where all
donations are tax deductible. Leave a legacy, so that generations to come can experience the Chapel’s
future as well as its history.
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And They’re Off!!!
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director

The fire sprinkler project has begun! In August we chose our contractor, and after a
couple months going over both the contract and the system design, we signed the
contract, made the down payment, and started preparations for the actual work to
begin.
We awarded the contract to Chicago Fire Protection. Our primary contact with the
company, Vice President John LaGiglia, was a staff sergeant and served in Afghanistan.
His Christmastime homecoming was featured on the news programs of three stations.
John now serves as a firefighter and EMT with Engine 54 of the Chicago Fire
Department and he also serves on the Fire Department’s Honor Guard.
Because John’s life is now devoted to fire protection, he is very passionate about our
project. When Christ the King Catholic Church had a massive fire last year, he was one
of the fire fighters on the scene. He called us after it occurred and pleaded with me to
do our fire sprinkler project as soon as possible, whether we used his company or a
different company. During the bidding process he asked that the designer of the plan,
Olympic Engineering, to provide not only the plan, but also the calculations that went
into it. This led him to find an error in the design which has since been corrected.
October 21st was the date we made it
official, making the down payment
and signing the contract.
Suzanne Sichz presents
the deposit check to
John LaGiglia.

The first step in the construction will be to run an
underground pipe from First Church beneath Hatfield Hall
to the Chapel. This pipe will be the water supply coming
from First Church’s existing fire sprinkler system. The
reason this is being done first is to stay ahead of the winter
weather. A section of the handicapped ramp, including the
retaining wall and sidewalk, must be removed to allow
access for trenching, foundation coring, and installation of
the pipe. Then the holes in the foundation walls will be
waterproofed, the trench back-filled, and the ramp, wall, and
sidewalk put back together.

Ken Bohl signs the
contract.

John LaGiglia & Ken Bohl
decide pipe location and
mark sidewalk to remove.

We are so excited to have this dream become reality!
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The Way It Used to Be
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director

We know that the Maple Street Chapel originally:
1) had beaded board only up to the 4’ high wainscot cap. The wall above the cap and
the ceiling were plain painted plaster. In 1892 beaded board was then installed on
the those areas.
2) had kerosene lamps mounted on the walls, and at some later time upgraded to gas
lighting
3) was heated by coal-burning stoves but we have few photographs that show any of
these features.
This Presbyterian Chapel built in 1898, located in a historic town in Fort Steele, British
Columbia, has all three of those features:

-

This wainscot is different than our beaded board, but it ends at the 4’ height.
The nearest kerosene lamp is mounted on the casing of the closest window.
There are two plain gas lights hanging from the ceiling without glass shades.
The coal-burning stove is clearly visible in front of the first pew.

This Canadian Chapel has nothing to do with us, but it helps us visualize the way
things were at the Maple Street Chapel.
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What is the Chapel’s Address?
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Director
The Chapel’s address has always been the same as the First Church address, 220 South
Main St. We discovered that this created a serious hazard. A year ago, a chorus was
putting on a concert in the Chapel, when one of their members fell on the stairs of the
altar area and hit his head. We decided it was best to get immediate care for him and
have him taken for a medical examination. So I called 911 and asked for paramedic
assistance at the Maple Street Chapel. The operator said she needed an address. I told
her that if I gave the official address, the paramedics would go to the wrong building
and further explained to her that it was on the corner of Main & Maple. She said they
could only go by an address. I had no recourse but to give her the 220 address but
again stressed that they should go to the old white Chapel building on the corner. You
guessed it; I wound up chasing the ambulance down Main St. and into the First Church
parking lot.
I talked to the village about this and they said the problem is that neighboring villages
help each other out, and we probably got a crew from Downers Grove, Glen Ellyn, etc.,
so they wouldn’t even know about the Chapel. It’s a big problem when multiple
buildings share the same address. Consider the College of DuPage and what it would
be like if the entire campus had only one address. There have been cases of critical
emergencies in which a person died while the paramedics were trying to find the
correct building.
So the solution was to get a unique address for the Chapel. This does not change the
mailing address, just the address given to emergency vehicles. Actually, when I entered
the “Maple Street Chapel” as the destination point in Google Maps, it returned 200
South Main St. as the address. So that was the address chosen for the Chapel.
The new address was given to DuComm (the 911 center) so they will recognize it in the
future and it was also given to Alarm Detection Systems which will automatically come
up when they summon the fire or police department.

The address had to be posted
on the eastside of the Chapel which
is facing Main St. But don’t let that
throw you off. The mailing address
is still 220 South Main St.!
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ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL $800 GRANT!
By Doris Schertz, Director of Grants
The Illinois Arts Council has awarded Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society a grant of $800 from State
funds for the 2016-2017 Concert Series operating support. It was awarded to the MSCPS, Inc. as an
organization that presents or showcases talented Illinois artists and musicians in its concerts. The Maple
Street Chapel Concert Series is an annual series of folk and acoustic concerts, the American Heritage
Concert and other variety concerts offered in the 146 year old Chapel. Concert proceeds help maintain the
Chapel to ensure that it remains a historic treasure and an inviting venue for concertgoers, history buffs,
worshippers and families. The IAC Grant Selection was based on the pursuit of excellence, organizational
capability, community involvement, serving Illinois artists, and evidence of community support. That we
have, thanks to YOU, our community supporters!
Thanks to the dynamic duo of Melissa Dagenhart, Folk Concert Series Director and Ken Bohl, Facilities
Director and Variety Concert Coordinator, who wrote a winning proposal. The concerts wouldn’t run
without the unpaid time of Melissa and Ken who plan and schedule the concerts, hire local and out of
town talent, buy ads, write flyers, advertise, prepare the stage, set up for rehearsals, arrange for ticket sales
at the door and Emcee. Ken also performs as first violinist in the American Heritage Concerts.
Thanks to the volunteers who sell tickets and performer CD’s, pass out programs, perform clerical and
budget duties, and offer sound and lighting assistance. Concert and program expenses add up: concert
flyers, program printing, artists’ fees, posters, ads and marketing, custodial and utility costs, sound and
lighting, CD giveaways, and coffee and cookies during intermission. Donations of cash and ticket
purchases make it profitable. It’s exciting to see the Chapel used so fully by the community. As the
community supports us, the community also benefits.

DOCENT'S VOICE
by Joann Richardson, Docent Director

"Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel"
THE BEGINNING OF THE MAPLE STREET CHAPEL
The Congregational Church of Babcock's Grove was organized on November 28, 1851 in an area later to be
called Lombard. Ten years later, the members changed the name to the First Congregational Church of
Danbury and relocated the membership to a former Baptist Church located near Stacy's Corner (now often
called Five Corners) in Glen Ellyn.
During the Civil War the congregation remained inactive except for holding Sunday School. Around 18651866 the congregation took on a new life again with a membership of only 14 people from 6 denominations.
The congregation renamed the church to The First Church of Christ of Babcock's Grove which was the
third name change. Seventeen years later in 1868 the congregation built their first church on the northeast
corner of Main and Maple Streets. This building was destroyed by a fire of mysterious origin on August 27,
1869. About this time a rift occurred within the church family and some withdrew to start the FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF LOMBARD. They built a second church, which is the present MAPLE
STREET CHAPEL dedicated on May 29, 1870.
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Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel*
Basic Membership
Kevin Lattner
Memorial Gifts for - James Cassell
Jay & Donna Williams, Jeanie McCoy and Sarah Circle c/o Carol Chambers

Memorial Gifts for – Bruce Dankers
Mike & Donna Anderson Family
Hanna Boyer & Tom Doose
Mike & Robin Clifford
Laura Fank, Dee Bosch & Natalie Bosch
Darlene Garay
Mary Ann Grady
Chris & Greg Grygiel
Karen Hetman
Jerry & Judi Kaminski
Antoinette Karris
Marianne Klank & Family
Mary Kiser
Russell & Linda Klug
Jean Lapisa
Wally Lebin
Ilyse Mechanic

Phyllis Melnick
Jeri & John Mills
Charles & Carol Mollenkamp
Roy & Joan Mons
Mary Murray
Marlene Peaslee
Arlene Rayer
Barry & Cindy Sisson
Art & Debbie Smith
Barb Sorgatz
Shirley Spencer & Bill Gloss
Teri & Len Streffling
Debbie Tellone
Margaret Tutone
Ellen Vician & Gary Weiler

Memorial Gifts for – Pat Reynolds
Jeanie McCoy

Memorial Gifts for – Dale Sherman & His Family
Fred Gamin
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

