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A Revelation About the Chapel Bell (No, the Bell itself!)
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Chairman

I have always heard that the Chapel’s bell was cast by a
company with the name “McFeely” and that prior to 1870
the company had been in the business of making cannons
for the Civil War.
I had serious doubts about these facts. I could not find
the name “McFeely” in any research. Also, bells are
made of bronze while cannons of cast iron, so it’s not a
likely product change.

As mentioned in another article in
this issue, I now go up into the
belfry once a year to do
maintenance on the bell. So last
spring, I looked around for an
inscription on the bell and found it.
The name of the bell’s creator was
actually Meneely.

Continued on Page 3.
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Docent Chapel Tour Calendar 2014
Third Sunday of each month, 2:00 to 4:00PM
March 23, April 27, May: closed, Lilac Parade June 22,
July 20, August 17, September 21, October 19.
Closed: November through February
To schedule special tours contact Tom Scott*
Docent Committee
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Barb Barta
Jan Kreichelt
Tom Scott

Ken Bohl
Claire Loudon

Betty Meyer
Doris Schertz

We invite you to join us in this endeavor. If you are interested in being trained as
a docent, call 630-627-0171 to contact the Committee Chair.
******************************************************************************************
The Chapel Bell is a newsletter presented by the Maple Street Chapel
Preservation Society, Inc., published quarterly in Lombard, Illinois 60148.
*Contact personnel @
630-627-0171
Tom Scott, President
Ken Bohl, 1st Vice President
Doris Schertz, 2nd Vice President
Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer
Claire Loudon, Secretary
Dr. Paul Arndt, Financial
Management Chair
Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and
Producer, Variety Concert Series
Melissa Dagenhardt, Administrative
Assistant and Folk Concert
Producer’s Assistant

Sharon Jurgensen, “Friends
Committee” Secretary
Kevin Lattner, Grounds Manager
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Doris Schertz, Grants Chair
and Grants Director
Vicki Webb, Concert Assistant
Paul Zimmerman, Producer,
Folk Concert Series
Jeanie McCoy, Newsletter Chair

Chapel Bell Editor and Publisher: Jeanie McCoy 630- 627-2379
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A Revelation about the Chapel’s Bell (continued)
The Meneely Bell Foundry is a well-known company, established in 1826 in West Troy (now
Watervliet), New York, which was in operation until 1952, and produced over 65,000 bells. The
Meneely Foundry exclusively manufactured bells, never cannons. But that doesn’t change that fact
that the Civil War ended only five years before the Chapel was built.
Meneely bells have national notoriety in that they rang
for President Franklin Roosevelt's and President John
Kennedy's funerals, and for President Lyndon Johnson's
inauguration.
A Meneely bell was hung in the belfry of Independence
Hall in Philadelphia, replacing the original Liberty Bell
when it cracked.
And The 13,000 pound 1893 Columbian Exposition /
World’s Fair bell was cast by Meneely.

At the local level, among the thousands of Meneely bells
still in existence is a smaller one on display at the Naper
Settlement. Since it is displayed at ground level you can
get a better look at it. However, the design of its
suspension is quite different than the yoke that supports
our bell, because ours is much larger and heavier.

It may interest you to know that the steeple jack who worked on the Maple Street Chapel estimated
the weight of the bell itself to be 800 pounds. Factor in the weight of the yoke and bracket (made of
thick cast iron instead of thin bronze) and the combined weight is estimated to be 2,000 pounds.

October 18, 2014!

Save the Date!

Celebrate the 30th Folk Concert Anniversary Event
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The Docent’s Voice
By Joanne Richardson, Docent Chair
“Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel”, was spoken many times this past 2013 year to guests
visiting the Chapel. The number of guests we hosted was larger than previous years. If you
haven’t been to a Docent Tour of the Chapel recently please mark your calendar of things to do
by visiting the Chapel.
It is always exciting to have a guest tell their own personal remembrance of their wedding in
the Chapel. In October, a man was visiting the Chapel and wanted to know if the Docents
knew of “Lombard’s Halloween Ghost Story”. He proceeded to tell us the legend. “It is told,
that on a Halloween night, the Chapel bell began ringing. At that time, the Chapel Bell
summoned the volunteer fire fighters. A volunteer fireman went to the Chapel to find no
reason for the bell to be ringing. About two hours later the bell began ringing again.
Investigation could not find a cause for the mysterious ringing. The next day a fishing line was
found hanging down from the bell that had been used to ring the bell. The mystery is how
could anyone get to the top of the bell to tie the line? I couldn’t resist asking this man if he had
been one of the boys. He gave me a big smile and said no.
This same man went home and returned in a few minutes with his wife so she could tour The
Chapel. I would be happy to hear your favorite Chapel remembrance and share it with
everyone. This is one thing that makes the Chapel so exciting to be a part of ongoing history.
My sincere appreciation and thanks to Docents Barb Barta, Ken Bohl, Ken Brusek, Jan Kreichelt,
Claire Loudon, Betty Meyer, Doris Schertz and Tom Scott for their time in sharing the Chapel
history this year.
Always,
“Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel”
Trivia question: Are the pipes for the organ round or square? **
Answer to last issues question: Dr. Thomas Scott played the role of Josiah Reade.
Correct answer given by Claire Loudon.
**Email your answer to www.heycharley@aol.com. See the answer in the next Docent’s
Voice.
Editor’s note: Please turn to page 2 for the list of Docent Tour dates in the 2014 Schedule.
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Ongoing Maintenance of a Historic Landmark
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair

With your support we have done many projects to maintain and preserve the chapel, which you read
about here. These projects tend to be “all or nothing”. For example, when a contractor repaints the
Chapel and he encounters minor decay issues, he does a cosmetic fix. But when something is beyond
repair, he brings in a carpenter to replace it. With our last painting, the three decorations, two
rounded triangles and a circle on the front wall were rebuilt.
But in between cosmetic fixes and total replacement is preventative maintenance, which is usually
done by volunteers of your Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society.

Shortcut to page6.doc.lnk

Painting the Chapel is a very expensive periodic
expense. Certain areas tend to need repainting
sooner than others. Repainting these extends the
effective life of the paint job. Every year, we scrape
and re-paint as many of these surfaces as an
individual can safely reach with a ladder.
- The two grey porches at the two north
entrances get repainted every year.
- There are decorative ledges on the north wall
of the Chapel. These and the window sills are
nearly-horizontal surfaces, so they admit
moisture and peel more quickly than the
walls. Every year, we scrape and re-paint as
many of these surfaces as an individual can
safely reach with a ladder.

Some of the maintenance of the old wood is similar,
in principle, to dentistry. Just like at your checkup,
any wood that seems questionable is probed with an
ice pick to look for soft spots indicating rot. The sill
of that beautiful double-stained-glass window above
was completely rotted out. Replacement of the sill
with a new one would be costly and risky, as it
would require removal of the stained glass windows.
So the soft wood was ground out until healthy solid
wood was found. The area was soaked with a
consolidant, and the area was filled with wood
epoxy, which was then sanded to shape.
Continued on Page 6.
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In much of the maintenance we
are compelled to find less-thanperfect solutions to minimize
cost. This year there was rotted
wood, complete with holes in it,
around both north entrances.
Some of the other things that are done include
- Every year the ramp on the west side is cleaned and stained.
- Concrete patching was done to the northwest stoop and the sidewalks.
- Most years we touch up the tuck-pointing of the field stone foundation.
- Most years we also use a caulk to fill hairline cracks in cement.
As mentioned in the Page 1 article, each year the bell’s bearings and the rope’s
pulleys are cleaned and re-greased.
When we ask for your support in the maintenance and preservation of our precious chapel, know
that there are volunteers working hard to make those improvements last, and to wisely
squeeze the most out of every dollar. We all work as a team!
*******************************************************************************************

LHS Museum News
www.lombardhistory.org
Upcoming Programs

Jan/Feb Hours

New exhibit opens Feb. 2: “175 Years of Visualizing

Carriage House/Victorian
Cottage:
The Carriage House & Victorian
Cottage are closed until Feb. 2.

Lombard.” Discover local artists and their art. Silversmith
Christia Reade, sculptor/artist Charles Medin, and cartoonist
Harold Gray are some of the Lombard residents to be featured.
See the exhibit at the Carriage House, 23 W. Maple, beginning
Sunday, Feb. 2.

History Movies: Also beginning in February, the Historical

Archive Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday,10am-3pm
by appointment (630-629-1885).

Society will co-present a movie with the Helen Plum Library.
The schedule is tentative, but we hope to hold the screenings at
the Peck Homestead at 1pm. For the latest on dates, titles, and
location, please go to www.lombardhistory.org, or call us at
630-629-1885.

Sheldon Peck Homestead:
During January, the Peck will
open Thursdays and Sundays
from 1-4pm.

Valentines! Sun, Feb. 9: ♥ ♥ ♥ Learn about Victorians and
Valentines. 2pm at the Carriage House – 23 W. Maple – behind
the Victorian Cottage. $5 donation suggested for nonmembers. ♥ ♥ ♥

For more information, please see
www.lombardhistory.org or call
us at 630-629-1885.
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ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL $1,000 GRANT
TO THE MAPLE STREET CHAPEL
By Doris Schertz, Grants Director
The Illinois Arts Council has awarded Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society a grant of $1,000
from State funds for the 2013-2014 Folk Concerts and Variety Concert Series. Awarding a grant for the
ninth year in a row, the Illinois Arts Council recognizes the Society as an organization that showcases
Illinois artists and musicians in its concerts.
The Maple Street Chapel Concert Series is a series of Folk and Acoustic Concerts, the American
Heritage Concert, and other Variety Programs in the 143-year old building. Concert proceeds help
ensure that it remains an historic treasure and inviting venue for concert goers, history buffs,
worshippers and families alike.
The dynamic duo who produce the programs are Paul Zimmerman, Folk Concert Series
Director/Producer, and Ken Bohl, Chapel Facilities Director and Coordinator of the American
Heritage Concert and Variety Programs. Paul and Ken plan and schedule the shows, hire local and
out of town talent, buy ads, write flyers, prepare the stage, set up for rehearsals, run the shows, emcee
and even perform.
Concert expenses can be overwhelming: postage/printing of concert flyers; artists’ fees and expenses;
posters, ads and marketing; custodial and utility costs; sound and lighting; but donations of time and
service make it possible. Volunteers make it happen. Behind the scenes, they sell tickets and
performer CDs; type, print, fold, label and mail flyers; perform clerical and budget duties, help set up
and offer sound and lighting assistance.
Preserving every aspect, both outside and inside, of the 1870 Chapel in its classic form is so important.
The Lombard Chapel at Main & Maple Streets offers handicapped-accessibility, cushioned benches, a
new sound system and hand mikes, night lighting and parking across the street in the medical
complex.
For tickets and concert schedules, visit the website at www.maplestreetchapel.org.
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Nobody Home!
We are always trying to create a full schedule of events for the Chapel, the concerts, programs, and
weddings.
But overall, the Chapel is empty for days at a time.
This is more of an issue than you might think. Your house might be vacant every day when your
family goes to work and/or school, but then you come home and are aware of what is happening.
One of the worst “disasters” in the Chapel’s history was about 15 years ago. It was cold outside, but
not frigid. Days were warmer than freezing, but the temperature dropped to below freezing
overnight. There was a lot of rain, and the sump pump failed. The boiler room flooded, putting out
the fire in the boiler. Overnight, the water in the boiler froze, which caused the boiler to crack. A
costly replacement! Our solution to prevent this in the future was to add two sensors to the security
system, a water detector by the floor and a temperature sensor. If either a flood or freezing occurs, we
receive a call, just as if there was a fire or a burglary.
Years ago, there were battery-powered smoke alarms in the Chapel, the same kind as you have in
your home. These are great for warning you to escape from a burning building, but of no value in
protecting the Chapel from a fire when it’s vacant. Today we have a fire detection system that is tied
into both a monitoring company and directly to the fire department, so we are the third to know of a
fire alarm!
A much more minor problem was that the clock in the Reade Room was a wind-up clock that never
got wound up. The solution was to replace the wind-up movement with a battery-powered quartz
movement that runs all the time.
We have been able to leverage off of the “nobody-home situation” and use it to our advantage. I
don’t even want to tell you what it costs to heat the Chapel with its 40’ ceiling. To minimize this cost,
we have clock thermostats with day-by-day programming, and have a default setting of 55°, which
we only change as needed for our concerts, programs, and weddings.
This is just one of the many unique situations we have learned to deal with at the Chapel!
Editor’s note: this feature, developed by Ken Bohl, is a parody on the Harrison Ford movie,
“Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom.”
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Variety Program Series for 2014
The Maple Street Chapel will present four programs in the variety series in 2014.

Sunday, February 23, 3:00 P.M.

“Mad Monks of Melody”

Sunday, March 16, 3:00 P.M.

“Superheroes Then and Now”

Sunday, April 6, 3:00 P.M.

“American Heritage Concert”

$15
See below
$20

Saturday, April 12, 7:30 P.M. “April in Paris”

$20

Special Discount Price for All Four Programs

$55

Sunday February 23, 3:00, the “Mad Monks of Melody” will
present a program of New Orleans Dixieland jazz. They play
Dixieland church services, festivals, concerts, and weddings.
Tickets are $15.
Sunday March 16, 3:00, Terry Lynch of Histories for Kids will present
a program specially made for your family’s enjoyment, Superheroes
Then and Now, a humorous look at superheroes. The great hero of
Greek mythology, Zeus, will tell action-packed stories of
superheroes from yesterday and today. How do the mythological
tales of long ago relate to the comic book superheroes of today?
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children,
but the maximum admission price for a family will be $25!
Sunday April 6 3:00, the theme of the 14th annual American
Heritage will feature Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet, Finlandia,
La Primavera from Vivaldi’s The Seasons, selections from Hook,
and the lovely song Mountain Spring. Tickets are $20.
Saturday April 12, 7:30, Paris-born Claudia Hommel will present a
French Cabaret program April in Paris, with a delicious potpourri of
songs celebrating the Paris of Edith Pief and Yves Montand and the
Paree of Sammy Cahn, Vermon Duke, Duke Ellington, and Cole porter.
Tickets are $20.
For $55, you can enjoy all four programs and enjoy the variety of this series!
If you would like to be added to the annual mailing list and/or E-mailing list, call 630-627-0171 or E-mail
WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org and give your name, address, phone number, and E-mail address.
Purchase tickets in any of these three ways:
• Mail check payable to “Maple Street Chapel” to
Ken Bohl 213 West Ash St Lombard 60148-2505
Indicate which program(s), and give your phone number & E-mail.
• Buy at Lombard Historical Society Maple Street house or Peck house.
• Call 630-627-0171 to order by credit card (Leave message to be called back.).
These programs are supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council.
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Meet More Endowment Donors
Dr. Paul & Pamela Meyer

Dr. Thomas Scott

Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel*
Bell Ringer:
Gary & Mary Cation
Jeanie McCoy
Dorothy Schreiber

Basic Membership
Ken & Patty Brusek
James & Margaret Marssarello
Marlyn & Betty Meyer
Carole Robinson

* Yearly memberships.

Memorials
For: Robert Hatfield
Melissa Dagenhardt
For: Gloria Kreig
Barbara Bourque

For: Shirley Scott
Melissa Dagenhardt
Martha Eaton
For: Steve Wilk
Jeanie McCoy

For: Bud Long
Cynthia O’Neal
Vicki Udelhoven

In Honor of ……….Gift
In Honor of Jim Cassell: Barbara Barta
*************************************************************************************************************

Special Donation
Celebration of the 30th Folk Concert Anniversary
A heart felt “thank you” goes out to Midge and Dan Anderson of Glen Ellyn for being the first to
“get on board and keep the music flowing”, with their sponsorship of the Folk Concert 30th
Anniversary Event to be held on October 18, 2014. Their generous donation has paved the way
toward ensuring a spectacular show. The Andersons write,” We’re very happy to see this event
come together and do hope that you are successful in attracting the level of talent that you are
seeking.”
If you would like to join forces to help us celebrate this milestone, your sponsorship or advertising
would be most appreciated. For more information contact Melissa at
MapleStreetFolk@gmail.com.
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 S. Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel.
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148
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