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ABOUT TOURS BRINGS A GROUP FROM IOWA TO
THE MAPLE STREET CHAPEL
On October 16, About Tours scheduled a tour for thirty eight Southwestern area
Iowa visitors to learn about the history and the wonders of the Maple Street Chapel.
The Docent, pictured below, who detailed the history of the Chapel, seems to be the
prominent Lombard nineteenth century citizen, Josiah Reade, founder of
Lombard’s first lending library, impersonated by ------------?. (See the Docents’
Voice, page 4).
While the visitors were touring the Chapel, organ music was provided by the Maple
Street Chapel Preservation Society President, Tom Scott.

Continued on Page 4.
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Docent Chapel Tour Calendar 2013
Third Sunday of each month, 2:00 to 4:00PM
Closed: November 2013 through February 2014.

To schedule special tours contact Tom Scott*

Docent Committee
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Barb Barta
Jan Kreichelt
Tom Scott

Ken Bohl
Claire Loudon

Betty Meyer
Doris Schertz

We invite you to join us in this endeavor. If you are interested in
being trained as a docent, call 630-627-0171. to contact the Committee
Chair.
******************************************************************************************

The Chapel Bell is a newsletter presented by the Maple Street Chapel
Preservation Society, Inc., published quarterly in Lombard, Illinois 60148.
*Contact personnel @
630-627-0171
Tom Scott, President
Ken Bohl, Vice President
Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer
Claire Loudon, Secretary
Dr. Paul Arndt, Financial
Management Chair
Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and
Producer, Variety Concert Series
Melissa Degenhardt, Administrative
Assistant and Folk Concert
Producer’s Assistant

Sharon Jurgensen, “Friends
Committee” Secretary
Kevin Lattner, Grounds Manager
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Doris Schertz, Grants Chair
and Grants Director
Vicki Webb, Concert Assistant
Paul Zimmerman, Producer,
Folk Concert Series
Jeanie McCoy, Chair, Friends of
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What Have We Done Lately? Where Are We Going?
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair
Once in a while we like to take a look back on some of our accomplishments the
past few years.
· New heating boiler
· New sound system for concerts
· New roof
· Complete restoration of narthex light fixtures
· Replacement of metal section of main spire under bell
And we always have an ongoing “Wish List” of improvements we would like to
do.
· Basement waterproofing
· Cosmetic basement improvements for storage and to provide shelter from
weather
· Improvement of interior doors’ operation and hardware
· Beaded board in bell rope closet
· Restoration of Reade Room bookshelves
Many of you have made contributions, in
addition to your regular Friends of the Maple Street
Chapel dues. Some of these have been general
contributions, either designated for the
endowment fund or for the general budget which
you leave for us to use in the best way we can.
But sometimes there’s a real sense of satisfaction
in making a contribution to a specific
improvement. Major improvements are often
recognized with a brass plaque, while others are
recognized in the minds and hearts of the donors.
Here are some examples:
· There are no plaques related to the beautiful light fixtures at the three
entrances to the Chapel, but each was donated by a family.
· Different aspects of the sound system, the roll-top desk and the mixer board
are recognized with plaques recognizing the Weigand and the Newman
families.
· A large percentage of the cost of the metal section of main spire under the bell
came from contributions.
· Money has already been contributed for the basement waterproofing, so it is
currently one-third financed.
· The beautiful curio cabinet in the Reade Room was donated by the Arndt
family.
If the idea of a specific-project contribution interests you, please contact us at
WebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org or (630) 627-0171. We will be happy to
explain details of the projects.
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DOCENTS’ VOICE
By Joann Richardson, Docent’s Committee Chair

“Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel”
These words spoken over the years by the voices of many Docents are still
spoken by our present Docents. May these words “Welcome to the Maple Street
Chapel “always greet guests as they step onto the Chapel now and in the future?
The 2013 tour series of the Chapel from the third Sunday of March through
October from 2to 4 P.M., have seen a larger number of guests at the Chapel than in
previous years.
A touring company, “About Tours” arranges tours several times during the year.
In October, the group from Iowa was welcomed to the Chapel by * Josiah Reade
who was wearing his favorite big black top hat. While the group toured, the
Chapel was treated to Tom Scott’s organ music for all to enjoy the beautiful sound
that the Chapel acoustics offers.
I had a little smile on my face when a lady from Iowa said to me in the Reade
Room, “The floor does not squeak in here.” and then continued to tell me about a
small older church in her home town. Something new I learned from an outsider
to use in future docent information.
My sincere appreciation and thanks to Docents Barb Barta, Ken Bohl, Ken Brusek,
Jan Kreichelt, Claire Loudon, Betty Meyer, Doris Schertz and Tom Scott for their
time in sharing the Chapel history this year.
Always,
“Welcome to the Maple Street Chapel”

*Trivia Question: Who is the Josiah Reade impersonator?
Email your answer to www.heycharley@aol.com. See the answer in the next
Docent’s Voice.
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Why Does It Take So Long?
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair

This question is asked frequently, especially when it comes to projects done by
outside contractors. To the observer, it may seem like workers waste time while
getting paid, or are nowhere to be found for days or weeks. However, large
projects are often complex.
It all comes down to the number of players involved in the job, and keeping them
all in “sync”. “Players” include people, approvals, and equipment. Despite every
effort to line everything up for this project to ensure timeliness, there are often
circumstances beyond our control. Unfortunately, this is often the normal course
of events and it can be frustrating.
We recently had the metal section of the main spire replaced.
- An initial evaluation of the job had to be done by the contractor, to assess
the size of the project and the materials required.
- The contractor decided on a price and submitted a bid. The Maple Street
Chapel Board of Directors decided to approve it, and signed the proposal.
- Materials, primarily the metal itself, were ordered.
- A building permit had to be secured. This required forms, plans, and a
current license.
- A permit had to be secured in order to have village support of the closing of
a lane on Main Street.
- An evaluation of the job had to be done by the Company from which the
hydraulic lift was rented, and who also makes the determination of the
appropriate-sized lift.
- The original lift had to be a 135’ lift, much higher than the working height,
in order to be able to work at such a distance from the placement of the
base in front of the First Church’s new wing.
- The 135’ lift had such a large wheel base that it would have blocked two
lanes of Main St., so it had to be returned and replaced with a smaller one
for working on the east side.
- Workers had to be trained in the safe operation of each of the lifts.
- A “drip cap” had to be built on the spire, above the place where the metal
was installed.
- Most boards had to be re-secured before the new metal could be reliably
mounted to them. Fortunately there was a minimal amount of rotted wood
that had to be replaced.
The work was done carefully and methodically and every time one of these steps
was delayed, it often resulted either in workers waiting around (such as for the
delivery of the lift) or in days they did not show up at all.
Remember, the contractor was paid a fixed price for the work, so they wanted to
complete it as quickly as possible. Delays were money out of their pocket.
Despite all the delays, we are extremely pleased with the end result.
Page 5.

Lombard Masonic Lodge Community Builder Award
This summer, in June, Tom Scott was honored by the Illinois Masonic Lodge No.
1008 for is work as a volunteer, especially for his commitment to the Maple Street
Chapel, since he and his wife, Shirley came to Lombard in 1962.
Pictured below is Tom Scott receiving the Lodge’s Community Builder Award
presented by Brad Gerace, Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 1008.

************************************************************************

Grants Committee Report

By Doris Schertz, Chair

The Illinois Arts Council Agency has awarded Maple Street Chapel $1,000 for the
coming year, September 15 to August 31, 2014. The funds will be used to support
the Folk Concert and Variety Programs in the Chapel. Folk Concerts are already
underway for the 2013-2014 season. Variety Programs will be announced soon for
the Spring.
The Illinois Arts Council is an agency of the State of Illinois, supports artists, art
organizations and artistic performance. The IAC as supported the Maple Street
Chapel Concerts and Programs since 2005. We are grateful for the wonderful
works brought to out stage on their behalf.
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News from the Folk Concert Series
By Melissa Dagenhart, Folk Concert Publicist
Have you heard? Maple Street Chapel Folk Concerts is turning thirty next year.
We are celebrating with music! Save the date for our special anniversary concert
on October 18, 2014. We are working hard to present a fantastic show for your
enjoyment. Our lineup thus far includes: Lee Murdock, Harpeth Rising, and Mark
Dvorak (Folk Alliance Region Midwest's 2013 Lantern Bearer Award winner).
Our current season is in full swing. Come out and join us soon.
Dec 7, 2013

Yule Sing-along – 7:30 pm – freewill donation

Jan 5, 2014

The

Feb 15, 2014

Chad Elliot with Bonita Crowe – 7:30 pm – $15

Mar 8, 2014

James Gordon – 7:30 pm – $15

Apr 26, 2014

Patchouli – 7:30 pm – $15

May 10,
2014

“When I’m 64” Birthday Bash – 7:30 pm – $15
Comfort Food, Dean Milano & John Benischek,
George Mattson Trio, Mark Dvorak

Special Consensus – 3:00 pm – $20

Oct. 18, 2014 30th Anniversary Concert – TBA*
On October 19 we presented
a John Prine Tribute show
performed by Comfort Food
and the George Mattson
Trio. This was a very
successful evening as these
legendary, crowd-pleasing
songs had folks singing
along, and a few of them
even danced.
Photo left to right: George
Mattson (George Mattson
Trio) & Vicki Ingle (Comfort
Food)

*Remember! Save this date! Celebrate the 30th Anniversary
Concert!
Page 7.

Lombard Historical Commission Awards the
Maple Street Chapel
The Lombard Historical Commission Chairperson, Rita Schneider on a recent visit
to the Maple Street Chapel presented a $1000 donation to the Maple
Street Chapel Preservation Society to honor the Maple Street Chapel’s status as a
National Register Building. The Commission’s yearly donation will greatly aid
the Chapel’s preservation needs and upkeep. The Maple Street Chapel is
Lombard’s oldest historic building.
The Maple Street Chapel Board of Directors is grateful to the Lombard Historical
Commission for their continued support of the Chapel’s preservation projects.
Pictured below, inside the Chapel, are Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer and Tom Scott,
President receiving the contribution from Rita Schneider, Chairperson of the
Historical Commission.

Photo by Steve Spoden, courtesy of The Lombardian,
ditor’s Note: The Lombardian is a weekly publication by .E.A. Mackay Enterprises.

Page 8.

Chapel Maintenance—More Than Just the
Building
We often talk about the Chapel building itself, but not about the lovely grounds
surrounding it. The flowers and plantings around the Chapel did not happen
accidentally. Over the years we have been fortunate to have several garden
enthusiasts tend, plant, and weed the land.
For almost two years now, the overall design and maintenance of the grounds has
been in the capable hands of Kevin Lattner, our groundskeeper. It is his job to
maintain a pleasant appearing landscape around the Chapel, including
recommending improvements.

His most recent improvement took place
near the Chapel’s northwest entrance. This
area was not very attractive with two
overgrown barberry bushes next to the
stairway, and dirt overflowing the slope on
to the sidewalk. Barberry bushes are
commonly used in landscape design as a
barrier or border. While they are a hardy
choice, their thorns are problematic,
especially the closer the bush may come in to
contact with people. As you can see, the
barberry bushes pictured are right along the
hand railing!
To address this, Kevin presented a
sketch detailing the improvements and
it was approved at the September board
meeting. The work was completed the
following week. The plan included
removing the bushes and planting a
Japanese maple on the top of the slope,
with two tiers of landscape retaining
wall blocks curving into the natural
slope beneath it. Plantings of hosta,
coral bell, pachysandra, and sedum
were also added which not only sets the
tree off nicely but helps control erosion.
As you can see from the photo, the end
result is a great improvement!
Continued on Page 10
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Lombard Historical Society Donates to the Maple
Street Chapel
The Lombard Historical Society
presents a donation to the Maple
Street Chapel in thanks for hosting
the Lombard Historical Society’s
successful “Mad for Fashion”
show. The Lombard Historical
Society President Leslie Sulla
presents the donation to Thomas
Scott, President of the Maple
Street Chapel Preservation Society,
Inc.

Lombard Historical Society December Highlights
Jingle Bell Jubilee
The Victorian Cottage will be open during Jingle Bell Jubilee on Saturday,
December 7, from 6 - 8pm. Begin your visit in the Carriage House behind the
Victorian Cottage. Pick up free timed tickets to tour the Cottage and browse an
elaborate holiday display called a “putz” (from the word putzen, meaning “to
decorate.”) A nativity scene forms the center of the display, with villages, farms,
and more, surrounding the crèche.
The Victorian Cottage will be decorated to give you a glimpse into Victorian life
during the Christmas holidays. Outside, following a Victorian custom, we’ll be
roasting nuts. Continue the Victorian Christmas by taking a horse-drawn carriage
ride. Hop on the carriage in the commuter parking lot to the west of the Cottage,
and join in Christmas caroling along the ride.

Candlelight Christmas Tours
The Victorian Cottage and Carriage House will be open for “candlelight”
tours on the same evenings as the festive Holiday Walks in Lilacia Park. Tour the
holiday-decorated Victorian Cottage as well as the elaborate nativity display at the
Carriage House from 6 – 8pm on December 13 – 15 and December 20 – 22.
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Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel.
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

