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Another Maintenance Project - Metal on the Main Spire
by Ken Bohl, Facilities Chairman

On the main spire, between the ridge of the roof and the bottom of the
belfry, is a 6’ high section that is covered with metal. A section of this
metal was blown up and folded back last fall in a rather minor storm.
This told us that there were probably two things rusted out . The
metal itself, and the nails that fasten it, which were pulling out and
breaking off.

This work could not be done from ladders. A hydraulic lift
had to be used in order to access it from all sides. So once
again, that huge lift, with a maximum height of 135’, was
placed on the lawn along Maple Street and blocking a lane of
Main Street. The reason for the extreme height of the lift is that
it had to have the reach not only vertically, but also
horizontally to reach all the surfaces.
What had been there was simple sheet metal, which left the nails and edges exposed to the weather.
This metal probably did not date back to 1870, but we were unable to discern what had covered that
section when the Chapel was built, perhaps covered with wooden shakes.
What was used for the replacement is the kind of
thing you find on the roofs of buildings, with ribs
every 12”, which were run vertically to match the
battens of the walls. Each starting edge (left in the
picture) interlocks with the previous board and
covers the nails.
Continued on page 9.
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Docent Chapel Tour Calendar 2013
Third Sunday of each month, 2:00 to 4:00PM
September, 15,

October, 20,

Closed: November 2013 through February 2014.

Docent Committee
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Barb Barta
Jan Kreichelt
Tom Scott

Ken Bohl
Claire Loudon

We invite you to join us in this
endeavor. If you are interested

Betty Meyer
Doris Schertz

in being trained as a docent,
call 630-627-0171.
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2013 Lilac Parade Was a Great Day!
In 2010, in honor of the Chapel’s 140th anniversary, a model of the Chapel was built
which was mounted on a trailer and used as a float in the parade.

The model was built to be disassembled and re-assembled, so it can reside in the Chapel
basement the rest of the year. So it has been brought up and reassembled, and has
appeared in the parade for four consecutive years.
The theme of our float this year was: Folk Concerts and the Variety Program Series.

Building this model was an ambitious project. We hope this model of the Chapel will
represent it for many years to come.
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The Chapel is So Cool! But Where is the Air Conditioning?
For many years it had been a dream of Chapel lovers to air condition the Chapel. The need
was magnified in 1991 when the calico windows were restored. We were advised at that
time, in order to protect the windows, that we should install Plexiglas panes on the outside
to cover them. This, however, left us unable to open the windows to let in fresh air.
In 2002, we seriously looked into the feasibility of air conditioning, and found that what we
had was not such a difficult space to cool after all. The air conditioning was treated as two
separate tasks: the main sanctuary and the Reade Room.
There was nothing unusual about the Reade Room at all. It was already being heated by a
small forced-air furnace. Adding air conditioning was essentially the same as most
residential installations: a simple 3-ton unit with an A-coil installed in the forced-air system
(“Tons” does not refer to the weight of the unit. In cooling, a “ton” refers to 12,000 BTU’s,
so this is a 36,000 BTU unit.)
The sanctuary was more difficult, but easier than we had expected. What worked to our
advantage is what makes the sanctuary so difficult to heat in the winter, the high ceiling. In
maintaining a comfortable temperature in the summer, we need only concern ourselves
with the bottom seven feet, and if it’s hot above that, we’re not affected by it.
Since the sanctuary is heated by hot water, the air conditioning is a completely separate
system, with “air handlers”, which are separate fan units. We considered placing these in
the basement with registers in the floor, but decided that the cold blast coming up would be
uncomfortable. So the air handlers are located in the attic space above the north “narthex”,
with 20’-high registers blowing out into the main space, allowing the cooler air to gently
descend down on you. The speed of the fan was chosen carefully so the cool air would
make it all the way to the front of the sanctuary without being drafty.

One of the two air handlers in the narthex attic
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Surprisingly, all it takes to cool the sanctuary is two 5-ton units, a total of 12,000 BTU’s.
This improvement was not without its difficulties, but the viability of air conditioning
was not a problem. Here are some of the issues we had to address:
1) There was not adequate electrical capacity to run the three air conditioning units.
New electrical service was actually the most difficult part of this project, largely
because we went through the extra effort to have all wires run underground.
2) We did not want the three compressors marring the beauty of the Chapel, so
wished to locate them at the south end of the Chapel behind shrubbery. This
required special heavy-duty compressors that are capable of pumping the Freon
all the way to the front of the Chapel and then up to the attic.
3) Air conditioning creates a lot of water in the furnace or air handler due to
condensation, with a drain pipe disposing of this water. In a normal residential
installation (and in the Reade Room) this drainage is in the basement, so when the
pipe becomes obstructed, it just makes a puddle on the floor. But when this occurs
in the attic space where the two air handlers are located, the water pours down
through the ceiling. To protect against this, we installed secondary water pans,
and put a float switch in each that shuts down the system if a pan is catching
water, so the overflow can be corrected before any damage is done.

The air conditioning has worked very well for us. The only problem we have with it is
that half of the working parts of the sanctuary’s system ar located in the attic space
which is only accessible using an extension ladder. So maintaining it is more costly
than most systems.
We feel we have a good system that does not interfere with the aesthetics of the historic
Chapel.
Page 5.

The Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society Receives
Lombard Area Chamber of Commerce Award
The Lombard Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry recently distributed funds raised at the
18th annual Lilac Time Arts and Craft Fair at an awards reception at Lombard’s Weber Grill on
June 25, 2013.
Through the efforts of the Lombard Chamber of Commerce, Village of Lombard, Lombard Park
District and Lombard Town Centre, proceeds support scholarships for local high school
graduates and local non-profits that benefit the community. Weber Grill sponsored the dinner
reception for all who attended.
Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society was one of the charitable organizations recognized
with a grant of $300 in appreciation of funneling their resources back into the community.
Doris Schertz, Grants Director, and Claire Loudon, Secretary, were on hand to receive the
Chapel’s award.
Pictured below are representatives of the various organizations receiving the Lombard
Chamber of Commerce awards. Claire Loudon, Secretary of the Maple Street Chapel
Preservation Society is standing in the back row, fourth from the left.

Photo supplied by the Lombard Chamber of Commerce
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Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel *
Basic Membership
Barbara Barta
Ken & Linda Bohl
Ken and Patty Bruzek
Reid & Rachel Foltyniewicz
William B. Francik
Mary Gower
Claire Loudon
Margaret Neely
Steve Spoden
Helen Urbanek
Mark Weiting

Bell Ringer
Donald Barg
Lou & Mary George
Robert & Kathy Palm
Dr. Morgan Meyer
Ruth Morrison
Al & Vicki Webb

Memorials
For Paul Davis’ Sister
Jim & Susanne Cassell

For: Rev. Rob Hatfield
Jeanie McCoy

For: George A. McCoy
Women’s Fellowship

For: Shirley Scott
Annonymous
James & Mary Ann Furrie
Don Jares
James & Francine Long
Rose Palma
Jeanie McCoy
David and Doris Schertz

For: Dr. Carol Meyer
Caroline Rehder
For: Gloria Krieg
Cheri Halvin
Venessa Lopatka
Jeanie McCoy
Frank & Pat Poskocil
Gail Vandon

For: Steve Wilk
Jim & Susanne Cassell
Ray & Corrine Flem
Jeanie McCoy

Note: all monies generated by the Friends’ Memberships are used solely for the
daily expenses of the Chapel such as heat, lighting, air conditioning, telephone,
general cleaning and upkeep.
*Yearly Memberships
Donations, special gifts, etc. are continued on Page 11.
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Maple Street Chapel Featured in “Trib Local History”
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chairman
There is an online version of the Chicago Tribune, including a “Trib Local”

section for Villa Park and Lombard. A feature “Photos: A History of Lombard”
was offered, which included a photo from 1957 which we had never seen before.

An interesting aspect of this picture was that there was a short time during the
1950s when a small section of the spire, between the main roof and the metal
beneath the belfry, was left unpainted. This may not be clear to see here, but
you’ll clearly see it if you look at the original picture online.
The caption on the picture reads “A view of the spire of the Lombard's Maple
Street Chapel, reputed to be the highest church spire in the country at the time
the photo was taken.” We’re not sure where they got that idea, as our steeple is
approximately 100’ high, and there were probably taller spires even when it was
built in 1870! But we were happy to see the Chapel featured.
If you want to see this picture online, the easiest way to find it is to do a Google
search of the above quote.
Also of interest to our readers who use the internet: On Facebook (an online
social networking service), there is a group named “Anyone that ever lived in
Lombard”. If you add yourself to that group, you will see various people’s
memories of Lombard history, such as the Dog ‘n’ Suds, former gas stations &
grocery stores, and of course the Chapel. It is much more interesting than the
usual.
*****************************************************************************************************************************************

The 2014 Entertainment Books are here for Immediate Use!
Features include “2 for 1” dinner coupons for some of the best restaurants,
special discount coupons from fast foods to movies, car washes, motels, air
travel, etc. Pick up your copy of this bigger and better Entertainment Book at
the First Church Office for a new low price of $25. There are a limited number of
books available.
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The new metal has changed the appearance of the Chapel
somewhat, but the way it matches the boards & battens,
we feel it’s actually an improvement.

Most people did not see the work from this
point of view. Ken Bohl was doing the
annual maintenance on the bell (cleaning
and greasing) so was in the belfry looking
down on the workers!

This project cost us over $11,000, largely due to the cost of the rental of the hydraulic lift. Over the
years, restoration projects like this have been made possible by generous contributions, both
through your Friends of the Chapel memberships, and individual contributions towards these
projects. Thanks to all of you!
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LHS Museum News
www.lombardhistory.org

NEW HOURS!
Carriage House/Victorian Cottage:
Open Wednesday-Friday & Sunday:
1-4pm (Tours of the Cottage at 1:30
and 3:30pm)
Archive Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 10am-3pm by
appointment
Sheldon Peck Homestead:
Open Wednesday-Friday & Sunday:
1-4pm
For more information, please see
lombardhistory.org or call us at
630-629-1885.

Second Sunday Programs
September’s presentation will be
more local in nature, but will take you
beyond the walls of the Carriage
House. Join us on September 8 for a
bicycle tour of historic sites in
Lombard. Your guides will take you
past historic houses, artifacts of
business and commerce, and many
other distinctive landmarks still
standing in the village. You need a bike
for this “talk,” and we need good
weather!

Sustainable Sunday Programs
The LHS continues its “Off the Grid Living” series this year by teaming up
with Sustainable Lombard, organized by Emily Prasad. “Sustainable
Sundays” are the third Sunday of the month, generally at the Peck.
J and R Cycle & Ski will be hosting a bike maintenance clinic on September
4th, and on September 15th we will take our program to Terrace View Park
for the annual Prairie Days.

All Second Sunday presentations begin
at 2:00 pm at the Carriage House, 23
West Maple. They are free to LHS
members, though donations are
welcomed. For more information about
the programs or the presenters, go to
lombardhistory.org.

Continued from Friends Donors page 7.

Meet More Special Gift Donors
For: Rev. Rob Hatfield’s Memorial Plaque
From: Al & Vicki Webb
For: Maple Street Chapel’s new Sound Board
From: The Newton Family

Exciting news! Our Chapel concerts will now sound even better
thanks to a gift from the Newton family, of a much needed new
soundboard. Our former board finally gave out at the last Folk
Concert of the season. We thank Maurice Smeets and Ron Leaneagh
for donating their time and expertise to install our new equipment.
Be sure to come to hear for yourself the great improvement, starting
with the 2013-2014 Folk Concert Series on September 21.

Matching Gifts
From: Steve & Helga Wilk
Matched by Prudential Life Insurance Company
From: Gary Bussema
Matched by Charter One
*********************************************************************************

A Welcome Gift to Yourself and for Your Friends
Pick up your Order Form for Terri Lynn Nuts, fresh from the fall crop for your
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years baking. Also they make excellent gifts.
Note, orders must be in place during September or October for mid November
delivery.. Order Forms are available at the First Church Office or call Tom Scott
at 1-630 455-8336
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Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel.
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

