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MAPLE STREET CHAPEL PRESERVATION
SOCIETY WINS 2012 LOMBARD HERITAGE
STEWARDSHIP AWARD
By Doris Schertz, Director of Grants, MSCPS
The Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc. has received one of two awards given out at
the October 4th Village Board Meeting for the first annual Lombard Heritage Award. The presentation
coincided with the beginning of Lombard History Month which is observed every year in October.
The Heritage Award honors individuals, organizations, projects and programs that demonstrate a
commitment to excellence in historic preservation. Members of Lombard’s Historical Commission
recognized the Society for its ongoing work to preserve an important piece of Lombard’s heritage. The award
has a prominent place on the Reade Room desk, to be shared with all who sign the guest book. Pictured
below are Claire Loudon, Doris Schertz, Peter Breen, Rita Schneider, Joann Richardson and Betty and Marlyn
Meyer.

Photo by Steve Spoden, courtesy of the Lombardian
From eight possible award categories: Rehabilitation, Advocacy, Education, Leadership, Lifetime
Achievement, New Construction, Restoration, and Stewardship – the Society chose for its application,
Stewardship, the thoughtful maintenance and/or continued use of a historic resource by its owner(s) and
concentrated on projects completed with the last five years.
At first, the procedure to apply seemed daunting, lots of detail and questions and lots of categories, but it
became a labor of love. Truly, WE are the ones who benefited from the work behind the application. We
now have a record of what we’ve accomplished – before and after photos no one really saw before. It’s hard
to believe the Chapel was almost a “tear-down” in 2000. Today it has retained its grandeur and regains its
place in Village history. Thanks to all who have helped make this recognition possible.
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Docent Chapel Tour Calendar 2012
Third Sunday of each month, 2:00 to 4:00PM
No tours scheduled for the remainder of 2012.

Docent Committee
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair
Barbara Barta
Kenneth Bohl
Claire Loudon

Betty Meyer
Doris Schertz
Tom Scott

We invite you to join us in this endeavor. If you are interested in
being trained as a docent, call 630-627-0171.
******************************************************************************************

The Chapel Bell is a newsletter presented by the Maple Street Chapel
Preservation Society, Inc., published quarterly in Lombard, Illinois 60148.
Contact personnel @
630-627-0171
Tom Scott, President
Shirley Scott, President’s Ass’t.
Vice President Ken Bohl
Claire Loudon, Secretary
Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer
Dr. Paul Arndt, Financial
Management Chair
Doris Schertz, Director of Grants

Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and
Producer, Variety Concert Series
Paul Zimmerman, Producer, Folk
Concerts
Vicki Webb, Concert Assistant
Jeanie McCoy, Chair, Friends of the
Maple Street Chapel
Sharon Jurgensen, “Friends
Committee” Secretary
Kevin Lattner, Groundsman
Joann Richardson, Docent Chair

Chapel Bell Editor and Publisher: Jeanie McCoy 630 627-2379
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ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL $1,050 GRANT TO
MAPLE STREET CHAPEL
Doris Schertz, Director of Grants
The Illinois Arts Council has awarded Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society a grant
of $1,050 from State funds for the 2012-2013 Folk Concerts and Variety Concert Series.
Awarding a grant for the eighth year in a row, the Illinois Arts Council recognizes the
Society as an organization that showcases Illinois artists and musicians in its concerts.
The Maple Street Chapel Concert Series is an annual series of folk and acoustic concerts,
the American Heritage Concert, and other variety concerts in the 142-year old building.
Concert proceeds help ensure that it remains an historic treasure and inviting venue for
concertgoers, history buffs, worshippers and families alike.
The IAC Grant selection was based on the pursuit of excellence, organizational
capability, community involvement, serving Illinois artists, and evidence of community
support – that Maple Street Chapel has, thanks to the Village and community supporters.
The dynamic duo who produce the programs are Paul Zimmerman, Folk Concert Series
Director/Producer, and Ken Bohl, Chapel Facilities Director and Coordinator of the
Variety Programs. Paul and Ken plan and schedule the shows, hire local and out of town
talent, buy ads, write flyers, prepare the stage, set up for rehearsals, run the shows, emcee
and even perform. You are the ones who benefit.
Concert expenses can be overwhelming: postage/printing of concert flyers; artists’ fees
and expenses; posters, ads and marketing; custodial and utility costs; sound and lighting;
but donations of time and service make it possible. Volunteers make it happen. Behind
the scenes, they sell tickets and performer CDs; type, print, fold, label and mail flyers;
perform clerical and budget duties, help set up and offer sound and lighting assistance.
Preserving every aspect, both outside and inside, of the 1870 Chapel in its classic form is
so necessary. Thanks to your gifts, the Chapel concerts offer handicapped-accessibility,
cushioned benches, a new sound system and hand mikes, night lighting and parking
across the street. Look for the 2012-2013 Concert Schedules in each Chapel Bell issue.
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Progress in the Twelve Months
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair
Once in a while, it’s nice to look back on all we’ve accomplished, to see what your
generosity has given us the ability to do.
This list is a mixture of improvements and periodic maintenance, however insignificant
some items may seem. The jobs are in order from oldest to most recent.
1) Re-roofing October-November, 2011, including
· covering white strips on steeple with metal
· tuck-point restoration of chimney
2) Restoration of concrete stairs to basement on east side November, 2011
3) Steeple south spotlight repaired January, 2012
4) Two narthex light fixtures restored and rewired January, 2012
5) Nine sanctuary light fixtures’ chain wires inspected and verified as being in good
condition August, 2012
6) Temporary repair of metal around main spire below belfry, where it had bent
up August, 2012
7) Painting of two north porch entries September, 2012
8) Heavy pruning of shrubs at south end of east wall September, 2012
9) Applied fresh mulch around plants around the building September, 2012
10) Touch-up of mortar of foundation on south and east walls September, 2012
11) Touch-up exterior painting of problem areas October, 2012 (prolonging life of the
2008 painting)
11) Restoration of rotted window sill on north side October, 2012
12) Stain wood on ramp October, 2012
******************************************************************************************************************************************************

Mark your calendar now to save this date:

American Heritage Concert
March 23, Saturday at 3:00PM, 2013
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Dizzying Heights
It’s funny. Compared to the tall buildings downtown, and even to Lombard Towers, the
steeple is not that tall. But being at the top of the it seems like being up in the stratosphere!.
Our views of the Chapel are from ground level. Here is an aerial photograph taken in the
1980s (based on the presence of the Wrisley building and the Masonic building).

Looking from the top of the steeple (during the repainting in 2008), it’s funny how high it
feels compared to looking out the window of a tall building. I guess it’s a combination of
being in the open air, and that there is nothing nearby that is nearly as tall as the steeple.
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What’s the Next Chapel Improvement?
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair
Before saying anything else, we want you to know that we are not rushing into another
project and expense. We asked a great deal of you when we re-roofed the Chapel, and
you really came through for us and for the Chapel. The roof was a critical need, and
you helped us step up to that need. This project is an important one, but not a crisis.
The Chapel basement is basically an unusable space because of a water problem. Not
only does the periodic flooding make the basement unusable, but the water is going to
slowly damage the heating and air conditioning plant.
This problem is twofold:
1) The main/north area (under the sanctuary) floods due to a floor that pitches away
from the sump pit & pump.
2) Water “fountains” in through the foundation walls in the boiler room (under the
Reade Room).
At first glance, it would appear that the main/north area would not have a problem
with flooding, because it is 2’ shallower than the boiler room, which is where the sump
pit & pump are located. The problem that arises is that the floor pitches down to the
north, with the north end approximately 6” lower than the south end. This drawing
illustrates this condition (with north being to the left):

The boiler room does not flood, but water actually “fountains” in during a rainstorm.
This water flows across the floor to the sump pit where it is pumped away. But this
makes the room unusable, and in one spot, the water sprays against the side of a boiler.

Solution
1) A trench is made around the perimeter on the inside of the walls by breaking
away approximately 12” of floor and digging.
2) A thin, tough barrier is applied to the insides of the walls beginning at a height
equivalent to ground level outside, going down into the perimeter trench. This
forces any water that gets through the wall to go into the trench rather than
into the basement working area.

3) A pipe or “French drain” is placed in the trench which routes the water to the
sump pit & pump.

In the above drawing, the barrier is referred to as “DRY-COVE”. It should run up to ground
level, higher than shown in the drawing. The pipe or “French drain” is referred to as
“PERMA-DRAIN” in the drawing.

Cost
Some bids have been obtained over a period of a few years. Bids are only valid for a
month or two and then must be re-evaluated. When we do know we will be able to
actually do the project, we will update all bids and make the final determination of
contractor and price. However, it appears that the cost will be slightly in excess of
$10,000.

Job Goals
The ideal project would be a complete excavation of the basement (75% of which is
currently crawl space) and the installation of a plumbing system. Such a project
would require extensive structural work. The cost of such a project is prohibitive,
and these funds are not likely to ever be raised.
However, if we could eliminate the flooding, the basement could be improved with
better lighting, heating, and a facelift. This would be of considerable value:
1) Storage space is currently at a premium, and some materials detract from the
historic appearance of the main areas of the chapel. This non-historic-looking
storage could safely be moved to the basement.
2) Due to the absence of plumbing for restrooms, the Chapel itself is not a
practical place for changing rooms, “bride’s room”, etc. These activities are
done in the First Church building next door. But in case of inclement weather,
an area for “final touchup” in the basement would be invaluable.
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Help Fund Maple Street Chapel Preservation
Fund Raising Choices
Entertainment Books
The new Chicago south/southwest expanded entertainment books
for 2013 are now available and can be put to use to save dollars right
away. The book is loaded with discount coupons for not only for
restaurants, delis, fast food and carry-outs, entertainments, movies,
car washes and rentals, dry cleaning motels and more. In our tight
economy this is an excellent way to help the family budget. Just carry
the book in your car and you will be ready to take advantage of this
opportunity. BOOKS are $30.00. They can be picked up at First
Church 220 S. Main Street or call Tom Scott, 630 455-8336 and leave
your order.
Maple Street Collectable Christmas Ornament
This beautiful Christmas ornament is available at three locations: the office at
First Church, Mr. Z’s grocery store at 401 South Main Street and the Chapel if
you are visiting on a Tour Day. See the Order Blank Insert for details.

Support the Maple Street Chapel Concerts
The Maple Street Chapel Folk Concerts are a great way to help fund the
Chapel’s Preservation projects but also provide first class entertainment. Please
consult the Folk Concert Schedule page for descriptions of these events.
The American Heritage Concert and Variety Series are in the planning stage for
2013. They offer diverse entertainment to please everyone’s preferences.
On Saturday February 23, 3:00PM, Ellie Carlson will present “Little School
House on the Prairie” in which she shows how a one room school class would be
conducted in the mid-nineteenth century.
The American Heritage Concert will be on Saturday March 23, 3:00PM the theme
is “The Sound of Music”.
The Retired Rhythm Rascals will present Dixieland and “old standards” on
Saturday April 14, 3:00PM.
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Meet More friends of the Maple Street Chapel*
Basic Membership
Ken & Linda Bohl
Ken & Patty Bruzek
David & Gladys Cunningham
Tom & Shirley Scott

Basic Membership
Jane Stiemann
Carol Van Holtz
Bruce & Marion Dillingham

* Yearly Memberships.

Memorials
For: Evelyn Berg
James & Dianna Belluzi
Chris & Sara Drew
Thomas & Sara King
James & Matrion Michel
Dolores Pool
Chris Robinson
Grace Slevin
For: Jerry Jerome
Larry Crippen
James & Jennifer Shilt

For: Bill Mueller
Joe & Carol Chambers
DuPage Investors
George & Jeanie McCoy
Tom & Shirley Scott
Al & Vicki Webb
Steve & Helga Wilk
For: Helen Westlake
Tom & Shirley Scott

In Honor of……
For: Jim Cassell’s 90th Birthday
Barbara Barta

We wish you a

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!
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Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel.
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

