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Meet the Maple Street Chapel
Preservation Society, Inc.
Operating Staff

Steve Spoden Photo; courtesy of the Lombardian
First Row, left, Marlyn Meyer, Financial Management Chair; Paul Zimmerman,
Folk Concert Producer; Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer; Doris Schertz, Grants Chair;
Mary Jo Arndt, Vice President and Publicity Chair; Tom Scott, President. Second
row, Rob Hatfield, Advisor; Shirley Scott, Memberatlarge; Joan Richardson,
Docent Chair; Claire Loudon, Secretary; Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and Variety
Concert Producer; Jeanie McCoy, Friends’ Chair , Chapel Bell Editor and
Producer.
Not pictured are Helga Wilk, Vice President; Vicky Webb, Folk Concert
Assistant; James Cassell, Grants Assistant; Dorothy Schreiber, Friends
Committee Secretary; Bonnie McKay, Publicity Assistant.
To contact anyone in the listing above, call 6306270171.

Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel
Bell Ringer
Robert & Rosanne Schreiber

Basic Membership
Virginia Dahlgren
Susan Jirsa
Betty Peterson
Jane Stiemann

Basic Membership
Ken & Linda Bohl
Dorothy Dahlgren

Memorial Gifts
For Richard Alm
Dr. Paul & Mary Jo Arndt
For Jack Davis
James & Susanne Cassell
Dorothy Schreiber
Tom & Shirley Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Sonderletter
For Cal Defenbau
Dr. & Mary Jo Arndt
For Bill Hoglund
Dr. Paul & Mary Jo Arndt
George & Jeanie McCoy
Bob & Rosanne Schreiber

For William Webb
Gail Freund
Herman Freund
Shirley & William Webb
Joan Gismondi
For Phyllis Richardson
Dr. Paul & Mary Jo Arndt
For Emma Schweppe
Dr. Paul & Mary Jo Arndt
Marlyn & Betty Meyer
For Vincent Zamis
George & Jeanie McCoy

In Honor of Betty Meyer’s Birthday
Jim & Susanne Cassell
Editor’s Note: Listings up to July 31st. Omissions or errors correct in the next issue

.

*******************************************************************************************
The Chapel Bell is a newsletter presented by the Maple Street Chapel Preservation
Society, Inc., published quarterly in Lombard, Illinois 60148.
Contact personnel @ 6306270171.
Tom Scott, President
Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and Producer,
Mary Jo Arndt Vice President and
American Concerts
Publicity Chair
Paul Zimmerman, Producer,
Helga Wilk, Vice President
Folk Concerts
Marlyn Meyer, Financial Management
Joan Richardson, Docent Chair Jeanie
Chair
McCoy MSC Friends Chair
Doris Schertz, Grants Chair
Chapel Bell Editor: Jeanie McCoy 6306272379
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LILAC TIME ART AND CRAFT FAIR $579.06 GRANT
By Doris Schertz, Director of Grants

Maple Street Chapel is one of sixteen local
charitable organizations benefiting from the
2009 Lilac Time Arts & Craft Fair,
sponsored by the Lombard Chamber of
Commerce.
More than $9,000 was raised from the fees
of the craft booths which is traditionally
presented to local charitable organizations
that can benefit from the donations.
Divided equally between the 16
organizations, each group received $579.06.
Following a generous heavy hors d’oeuvres
reception sponsored by the Weber Grill in
Foundation Square, each organization was
introduced and a photo taken with a
Chamber and charity representatives.
Maple Street Chapel was introduced
through its mission, as stated in its
application: To maintain, preserve and

promote the chapel for future generations
by providing community and broad-based
educational, cultural, civic affairs and human
services, social and charitable opportunities.
Maple Street Chapel is a focal point of
Lombard with year-round concerts,
community tours and weddings. During the
Lilac Festival we participate in the Lilac
Parade float, host the Princesses’ Tiara
Presentation, provide the princesses with
collectible ornaments, renovate the Chapel
and open our doors to the many visitors
who flock to the Village.
Preserving every aspect, both outside and
inside, of this 139 year old treasure in its
classic form is an extremely satisfying
pursuit. We hope to open our doors further
and increase docent-led tours for the
Chapel’s 140th birthday in 2010.

Docent Chapel Tour Calendar
Third Sunday of each month unless otherwise stipulated
August 16 2009
September 20, 2009
October 18, 2009
November 15, 2009

January 17, 2010
February 21, 2010
March 21, 2010
April 18, 2010

May 16, 2010
June 20, 2010

Docent Committee
Barbara Barta
Kenneth Bohl
Betty Meyer

Joan Richardson
Doris Schertz
Tom Scott

Helga Wilk

We invite you to join us in this endeavor. If you are interested in being trained as
a docent, call 6306270171.
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“What’s It Like to Be a Facilities Director”
We’re going to take a time off from history and details of the Chapel and give you
a little glimpse into the day-to-day job of a Facilities Director.

You might anticipate that this is going to be a lot of “Pity me” about what a tough job it
is. But the fact is that I feel that I am privileged, because my job is completely handson,
with tangible results. Without the efforts of the people that raise and manage our funds,
the people who get publicity and meet with other organizations, and who bring this
Chapel Bell to you, the Chapel would not be what it is today. But for all of them the
result at the end of the day is a donation, an article, or a meeting. As important as those
are, I find so much more satisfaction in being able to step back and look at a restored
door, cabinet, floor, closet, or window.
But the job of Facilities Director is a complex one, much more than I had any idea it
would be when I started. It is a combination of contractor management and getting down
and dirty and doing work, myself.

With multiple projects in progress concurrently, my oncebeautiful
Camry has become the Maple Street Chapel Junkmobile

4

When we have a project involving one or more contractors, choosing the correct
contractors is the first challenge. Many people simply compare and choose the cheapest
one, but with the responsibility of maintaining a historic landmark and the complexity of
the work, the abilities and integrity of the candidates is a much more important
consideration. Scheduling must also be kept in mind. The work cannot begin until a
building permit has been reviewed and issued and the work must coordinate with Chapel
activities such as weddings and concerts. We choose our contractors carefully, but
continuous evaluation of the progress of the work is essential, and unlike work in your
own home, it’s not automatic to remember to go over to the Chapel and check it out on a
daily basis. What has helped is the experience we have with our best contractors. We are
also grateful for the cooperation and help we receive from the Lombard Building
Department.
A large percentage of our projects are small and don’t require great skills, and these are
done by volunteer labor. The unanticipated experiences of these volunteer projects are
what originally led to the start of this Chapel Bell feature, such as the pipe organ bellows
contraption and the unfortunate groundhog shown below.

The decision of whether a project should be done by volunteer labor depends upon its
complexity (whether we have the necessary skills), size (whether we have the volunteer
time necessary to do it), and risk (For example, we will never do our own work on the
roof.).
We are indebted to all our volunteers. As for myself, as long as the Chapel stands and I
am able be there, you will find me there, sometimes grunting from the effort, sometimes
cursing, but always grateful to be able to be a part of the Chapel’s preservation.
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Roof Repairs a Financial Drain

The Chapel had one of those things, a
persistent roof leak. In the northeast
entryway (the one facing the library),
we repeatedly found water dripping
through the ceiling and down the
wall. Numerous attempts to caulk
and patch had been inadequate. The
only solution was a complete
replacement of the flashing in that
corner where the roof of the entryway
meets the main wall. This was a
costly repair at $2,447. If you see
yourself able to make a contribution to

this effort, it would really help us with
this financial drain.
Periodically, we remind you that if
you wish to make a gift to the Chapel,
you may designate the gift to a
specific improvement. This is not
another fundraising effort; we are not
asking you for more money. We just
want to remind you that if you are
planning to make a gift, you may find
it satisfying to know you helped
finance a critical maintenance need.

Gifts for Your Consideration:
·

Beaded paneling in bell rope closet ($250)

· Restore benches in Reade Room (2 @$250)
· Hydraulic closer on northeast entrance door (facing Dairy Queen) ($150)
If you are interested in contributing to the roof repair or any of the above improvements, please leave a
message with the Chapel at (630) 6270171 orWebMaster@MapleStreetChapel.Org

A Special Chair
Our board member and friends Marlyn and Betty Meyer just happened to be in Door
County browsing in an antique shop. Betty spotted a beautiful late 1800s oak antique
host, high back spindle chair. She visualized Josiah Reade, founder of the first free library,
sitting in that chair reviewing some of the 6000 books that occupied the Reade Room.
Guess what? The Meyers made the purchase and this lovely chair now enhances the
Reade Room and sits behind the desk. Again a special THANK YOU to Marlyn and Betty
for your interest and generosity!
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Reade Room Upgrade
The Reade Room, home of the first free library in our area, has a new look. Steve and Helga Wilk of the Steve Wilk
Insurance Agency, long time members and Friends of the Maple Street Chapel have replaced the two worn and frazzled
rugs with two new Shaw Industries 9’ 3” x 13’2” designer rugs and pads. The new rugs feature deep garnet red
background with traditional gold and black unique design. The Reade Room looks great
as it now has been totally restored. The new rugs on the refurbished oak floor add just the right touch.
Thanks go to Helga Wilk and Doris Schertz for taking time to shop and make the selection. A thank you to Vicky Webb
for picking up the rugs in her SUV, thus saving on delivery costs. Also, thanks to the Youth Group who helped carry the
rugs, move the furniture and then lay the rugs. A great job! Thanks to all involved and a special THANK YOU Steve and
Helga of the Steve Wilk Insurance Agency for their generosity and caring.

Maple Street Chapel Participates in 2009 Lilac Parade
For the past several years the Steve Wilk Insurance Agency has generously sponsored a horse and carriage with a sign for
The Maple Street Chapel on the back and the drivers dressed in the parade theme. May 17th, The Maple Street
Preservation Society actually participated actively in the parade, in an entry shared among us, the Lombard Historical Society,
and the Lombard Garden Club.

Photo courtesy of Steve Spoden and MacKay Enterprises

The three organizations shared in the rental of the wagon pulled by a pair of Belgian horses. Each group had its own
poster; ours is the front/left one. Paul Zimmerman appeared carrying a Bible, and Ken Bohl played the violin,
representing the Chapel’s role in weddings and its presentation of concerts.
The day was as perfect as it could possibly be, sunny and temperate, and the crowds lining the streets were very
appreciative.
.
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Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
q Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
q Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
q Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
q Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
qBell Ringer
$100 - $499
q Chapel Steward $500 - $999
q Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

q Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
q Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
q The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
qPinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148
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