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The Chapel Bell
Meet the Wheels that Keep the Chapel
Rolling Toward Successful Preservation
and Maintenance

Pictured left to right top row:
Tom Scott, President;
Jim Cassell, Grants Co-Chair;
Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair and Concert Producer
2nd row: Charles Kreichelt, Treasurer; Claire Loudon, Secretary; Joan Richardson;
Helga Wilk; Marlyn Meyer, Financial Management Chair.
3rd row: Jeanie McCoy, Friends of MSCPS Chair and Editor of the Chapel Bell; Shirley Scott;
Doris Schertz, Grants Co-Chair and Rose Palma.
Not pictured: Mary Jo Arndt, Vice President and Public Relations Chair; Chris Kuhn, Folk Concert
Producer; Vicki Webb, Folk Concerts; Dorothy Schreiber, Secretary Friends Committee.
All of the above are non-paid volunteers and volunteer expenses are not reimbursed.
All monetary donations cover the costs of maintenance and preservation except those designated by the
Donors for the Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund will ensure preservation funds for the future.
None of the donations are given to the First Church of Lombard.

Many, many thanks to all who support our maintenance and preservation efforts.

Meet More Endowment Donors
John Fischer for Dawn Fischer
Drs. Morgan & Carol Meyer
Thomas & Shirley Scott

Meet More Friends of the Maple Street Chapel*
Steeple Club
Drs. Morgan & Carol Meyer
Thomas & Shirley Scott
Chapel Steward
Robert L. Bartel
Bell Ringer
Jeanne Bludorn
Lina & Paul Davis
Mr. & Mrs. C.E. Defenbau
John Fischer
Kevin & Laura Fitzpatrick
Janet & Diane Johnson
John & Audrey Jones
Charles & Janet Kreichelt
Marie & Kenneth Laechelt
Dr. Jack & Barbara Livermore
Ruth L. Morrison
William & Eileen Mueller
Orville & Joanne Munsterman
J. W. Reedy
John M. Rowley
Robert & Rosanne Schreiber
Steve & Helga Wilk
Basic Membership
John & Charlotte Almond
Penelope & David Arnold
Doris E. Beutel
Carol Carroll
Cheryl & Jerry Cizek
David & Gladys Cunningham

Basic Membership
Robert & Clara Frederick
Nancy W. Hansen
Floyd & Lois Herzog
Walter & Francis Holt
Jerome & Jeanie Jerome
Susan Jirsa
Ronald M. Kidna
Matthew & Elizabeth Kirsh
Barbara LaChapelle
George & Marilyn Lange
Ray & Elsie Meinert
Marlyn & Elizabeth Meyer
Dodd R. Milar
Margaret Neely
Lillian Polka
Shirley Porter
Warren & Hazelle Richardson
Leroy & Janette Roath
Ms. Judy Siddiqui
Laverne Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Spearman
Jane Stiemann
Helyn Urbanik
Betty Vance
Carol VonHolst
Courtney Ashley &
Mark Wieting
Jeanie Koring Wroan
*Yearly memberships

Gifts to Honor………..
Tom & Shirley Scott
James & Susanne Cassell
Graham and Mary Jones

Betty Vance
Richard & Susan Varno
Continued in page 3

Late Breaking News!!!!!!!!!!!!
On Sunday, April 6th at 2:00 PM in the Maple Street Chapel, the Lombard
Historical Society and the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society in a
cooperative venture will present:

Casting Historic Ballots in Lombard
A re-creation of Ellen Martin’s scandalous 1891 vote!
In this re-creation event you can march from the Historical Museum to the
Maple Street Chapel with Ellen Martin and other Victorian ladies as they
storm the voting booth, demanding the right to vote. Then listen to Susan B.
Anthony impersonator, Annette Baldwin talk about women’s right to vote.
Afterwards, you are invited to cast your own ballot for the best Victorian
decorated hat. The winners will be announced at a tea with the First Lady of
Lombard, Eileen Mueller, in the Multitorium Room next to the Chapel,
immediately following the voting. Prizes will be awarded for the best hats.
For further details, call 630-627-0171, X 2200
===========================================================
Gifts, continued from page 2.

Memorial Gifts
For Mr. & Mrs. William F. Barg, Bill Barg, and Diana Barg
Irene Adele Barg
Donald A. Barg
For Rose Tani
Diane L. Arlen
Tom & Shirley Scott
Jane Stiemann

George & Gwen Vandon
Alan & Vicki Webb

Special Gifts
Bell Ringer
Lombard Junior Women’s Club
Editor’s note: All listings begin November 9, 2007 through January 14, 2008.
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Subtle Clues
There is very little written history of the Chapel itself - the building. Through the years,
the emphasis has been where it should be - on the church, the people, the leaders. So
most of our history of the building itself comes from photographs.
Ascertaining the dates of old photographs takes really close examination for little details
that indicate dates. For example the picture on the left is our oldest picture of the Chapel
exterior. The picture on the right is dated 1906.

Recognizing that the picture on the left dates to at least the early 20th century is easy the little dirt roads and the absence of the surrounding buildings. In both pictures the
Chapel’s north entrances are the original doors on the north side (The current breezeway
entrances were added in 1915.). Looking further, note that in the older picture, Cushing
Hall was not yet built, yet appears in the 1906 picture. Another thing that distinguishes
the left picture as being older than right one, is that the front doors are dark, presumably
stained wood. So the left picture dates to somewhere between 1870 and 1905, and tells
us that the doors were once not painted. Also notice the chimneys. There is one at the
south end of the taller part of the building. The chimney we use today is on that wall, but
it is not centered on the peak of the roof. Also, there is a chimney on the south wall of
the shorter part of the building (the Reade Room). That chimney is clearly visible today
in the Reade Room, with a plate over the hole where the stove pipe entered. Both of
these former chimneys are from the pot-bellied stoves that used to heat the building and
some of the brickwork of each of them is visible if you go into the attic. So whatever the
date of this picture, it predates the installation of a central heating system.

Similarly, look at these pictures of the interior:

The picture on the left is more interesting than the one on the right, so let’s examine it
first. The current configuration of the front of the sanctuary with the raised floor, the
choir loft, and the pulpit was built in the 1945, but in this picture we have a level floor.
Note the light fixture. Close examination shows that it is a round rack holding a bunch of
kerosene lamps. This would have had to be lowered by a rope or chain for lighting and
extinguishing. The bolt is visible today in the ceiling. And note the original organ,
located where we recently built doors to form a closet. And you probably can’t make it
out, but on the wall to the right of the organ is a kerosene lamp. But now compare the
two pictures, and note that the floor is carpeted on the left, but there is a bare wood floor
on the right. In the picture on the right, there is a kerosene lamp on the wall to the right
of the door (where the thermostat is located today).
Sometimes our clues are not pictures. It’s hard to believe, but the beautiful beaded board
of the walls and ceiling does not date back to 1870. Again, if you go into the attic, you
will see that the ceiling is a typical plaster surface, with wood lath and plaster squished
through. And this scribing on the north wall, in the narthex, gives us a clue that the
beaded board was added in 1892:

If you have found this discussion to be interesting but find it difficult to see the details in
the pictures, note that all these pictures are on display at the Chapel.

What’s New (or Old and Restored) At the Chapel?
Report by Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair
A year ago we told you about three major projects:
· Improvements to the southwest corner of the Reade Room, around the entryway
· Refinishing of the wood in the Reade Room
· Installation of a wall in the back of the choir loft to form a storage closet
It’s not very often we have such major projects to tell you about, but here’s what has been
done in the past year.
Southwest Entrance (Reade Room)
At the time we rebuilt the entry area on the inside, we looked forward to when we
would put some finishing touches on the door:
· It was stained a darker color to match the color of the paneling.
· Note also in the left picture: The entire door is metal (due to fire code). Even
though the door was offered in colors, the door frame (jamb, really) only came
in white. That was painted to match the color of the surrounding wood.
· And the outside of the door was given a trim in the spirit of the other window
and door frames.

Outside Lighting
As a matter of security - both to protect the Chapel and to prevent injuries, the two
porch lights were changed to go on with an electric eye and stay on at night.
The northwest porch light was replaced with a more attractive light. The same light
was purchased for the other two entrances and will be installed in the future.
And finally, lighting was installed along the ramp on the west side.

Improvement Projects (continued)
Door and Pew Fix-Up
It’s not very visible, but certainly a more pleasant experience. Adjustments were
made to five doors to make them latch properly. And weather-stripping was added to
the northwest entry doors to keep Jack Frost away.
And then there was always a missed center partition between the last two rows of
pews. We don’t know if it was damaged and removed, or if the last pew row was
added later. So a matching divider was built. We will stain and varnish it, of course.

Northwest Entry Stair Safety
Those stairs have caused quite a few people to trip and fall. Remember this sequence:
One step, landing, three steps, landing, one step. That’s why people kept tripping especially that last step! We considered putting theatre-type lighting on the stair
nosings to make them more visible, but decided instead to put in strips of contrasting
carpeting.

In the next Chapel Bell we’ll show you our plans for future improvements.
It’s your support that makes preservation and improvement of the Chapel possible.
Thank you so much!

Another Season of Great Programs at the Maple Street Chapel!
The chapel will host three terrific programs in addition to the fine folk concert series
(whose schedule will appear in a later issue of The Chapel Bell).

Max and Donna Daniels will perform a program titled Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Visit the
Maple Street Chapel Saturday, March 1st at 7:30 P.M. The Daniels’ are well-known
throughout the Midwest for their entertaining and historically accurate portrayal of our
beloved 16th president and First Lady. Both have extensive backgrounds in theatre and
have been portraying Abraham and Mary Todd since 1988. Tickets will be $10 for
students, and adult tickets will be $13 in advance or $15 at the door.

This year’s American Heritage program is Ragtime, Jazz, and Swing! Sunday,
March 30th, 2008 at 3:00 P.M. It will be highlighted by Rhapsody in Blue, In the Mood,
the Duke Ellington version of the Nutcracker Suite, The Orange Blossom Special and
the Mambo from West Side Story. This program is supported by a grant from the Illinois
Arts Council. Tickets will be $18 in advance or $20 at the door.

And you have the opportunity to spend “April in Paris” Saturday, April 5th at 7:30 P.M.
The lovely Paris-born Claudia Hommel sings dans la Chapelle de la Rue Maple. Her
program is a delicious pot-pourri of songs celebrating the Paris of Edith Piaf, Juliette
Greco, and Yves Montand and the Paree of Sammy Cahn, Vernon Duke, Duke Ellington,
and Cole Porter. Claudia’s beautiful singing will be accompanied by piano and
accordion. Tickets will be $15 in advance or $18 at the door.
Tickets are just a phone call away! Call (630) 627-0171 (credit card orders accepted), or
visit www.MapleStreetChapel.Org and click on the link for the program for which you
wish to purchase tickets in the upper-left-hand corner. Tickets will also be sold at Mr.
Z’s Grocery Store. Attend all three great programs! Buy your tickets now and save!

Join the Friends of the Maple Street Chapel Society Today!
Please check the box below to direct your enclosed donation.
Please make your check payable to the Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
 Friends of the Maple Street Chapel. Annual memberships. Money is used for ongoing Chapel expenses.
 Endowment Fund. Money is invested and earnings provide for preservation of the Chapel
 Special Gifts. Specifically for ________________________________________________________
 Basic “Friends’” Membership $25 - $99
Bell Ringer
$100 - $499
 Chapel Steward $500 - $999
 Steeple Club
$1,000 - $2,999

 Board & Batten Society $3,000 - $4,999
 Colonel Plum’s Partners $5,000 - $9,999
 The Reade Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Pinnacle Society
$25,000 +

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Detach and return to: Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society, Inc.
220 South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois 60148

Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society
220 So. Main Street
Lombard, Illinois 60148

