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Birds In Our Belfry
and Other Maintenance

Issues
By Ken Bohl, Facilities Chair

Last May, we got the idea to have a preventative
maintenance inspection of the steeple. No special reason, no
known problems. It just had been at least 20 years since
someone had really had a good look at it, and we wanted to
prevent any serious problems from developing,.

Inspired Heights, located in Rockford, did the inspection.
[t was done in the traditional old way of coming out the
door on the south side of the belfry and climbing the small
ladder back into the bell area.

From that point up, there is a ladder that brings you through
a hole in the ceiling above the bell, which runs all the way up
inside.

The inspection found serious issues, but not a crisis situation.
1. The floor under the bell allows water to come in. This is soaking the beams that support the bell.

2. Several openings are allowing birds to nest
inside. Nesting material tends to hold
water against the wood.

One of these holes is in the middle of the
spire, on the east side. This is an access
hole for work to be done on the outside (a
point to hang from, as shown), but the hole
is not safe enough to use, and its cover fits
poorly and is the main bird access point.
These pictures show the hole in our steeple
and another steeple and how it is used.

3. The wheel that turns the bell needs restoration. The rope needs to be replaced. Con't. Page 3
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Here are some pictures from the inspection that show the conditions cited on the
previous

Deterloratlon of bell support beam

The Cost
Our initial estimates include a lot of charges for time and material as needed:

1. Coat the floor under the bell with a rubbery roof coating to seal out water
and protect the exposed beams, and install a trap door and ladder to
eliminate having to go out on the roof. $4,000

2. New access door in the side of the steeple (This is a priority from the point

of view of maintenance, as this access point is a requirement.) $3,000

Seal other holes that allow bird access on a time & material basis.

4. Bell: Restoration of wood wheel, replacement of rope, adjustment of bell
clapper, and improvement of rope pulleys for easier movement on a time &
material basis.

5. Ensure that boards in openings of belfry are solid enough to provide some
safety protection from falling on a time & material basis.

6. Solid vented door for belfry ceiling opening. $500

So there are a lot of unknown factors in this cost, but we estimate that we should
plan for the work to cost $8,000-$10,000.

The Actual Maintenance Work
A formal contract with Inspired Heights for this work was signed July 14, 2010.

With the current work backlog for Inspired Heights, an estimated start date of
mid October 2010 was given.

e
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A Big Improvement: Reade Room Porch Roof
The 2010 DuPage Community Foundation Grant

The Maple Street Chapel Preservation Society enjoys a partnership with the DuPage
Community Foundation. Much of our endowment fund is invested with DCF. Dave
McGowan and other members of the foundation staff have given us valuable advice on
the care and preservation of the Chapel. And DCF has given us generous grants for
building preservation and improvements.

This year, we requested a grant for the refinishing & repair of the two maple flip-over
benches in the Reade Room, the building of a new porch roof at the Reade Room
entrance, and other smaller maintenance items if funds permit.

The benches were refinished earlier this year and they look beautiful.

But the big project is the Reade Room porch roof. A big question in the beginning was
how much we wanted to expand on the current roof. There is really not much of a
historical “Don't change the original appearance”, constraint. When the Chapel was
built in 1870, this entrance did not even exist (You can see the original entrance 20’ north
of that.). In 1909, the building known as Cushing Hall was built, and a connection was
made between that and the Chapel at the Chapel’s southwest corner. When Cushing Hall
was torn down in 1972, the present entrance was built, with the current little roof.

e

As you can see, this roof provides very little protection from the elements. So the
question was: Should the roof cover the entire stoop? Should it continue down the stairs
on the south side (right picture)? Could it continue west and connect to the First Church
building? These decisions are not only our own, but also must be agreed upon with the
First Church of Lombard council.

The decisions we reached are that the new roof should:

1. Cover the entire concrete stoop
not go south down the stairs
not go north down the ramp

2. Imitate the styling of the northwest roof as much as possible, proportionately
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